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A View from the Vicarage 

We hope to shortly begin the renova2on and 
refurbishment of our church building. A preferred 
contractor is about to be appointed. But how does 
God renovate and refurbish us? How does he 
improve and enhance our characters, to make us 
beAer people?  

One tool he uses is our own personal prayers. If we are praying people, God can get 
to work in our lives to make us more like Jesus. It is common to iden2fy the following 
ingredients of prayer, summarised by the acronym “ACTS”. Each element can be used 
by God to transform our character: 

‘A’ is for Adora2on – praising God for his goodness and greatness is a wonderful 
an2dote to feelings of self-importance and pride. It reminds us we are not the centre 
of the universe, God is! We are creatures, not the Creator;. 

‘C’ is for Confession – as we say sorry for our wrong-doing we become more humble 
and honest with ourselves. We become more grateful for the forgiveness God offers 
through faith in Christ; 

‘T’ is for Thanksgiving – when we “count our blessings” we become more apprecia2ve 
of what we have, and less likely to deceive ourselves that we are self-sufficient; and 

’S’ is for Supplica2on – as we pray for the needs of others (not just ourselves), it liWs 
up our gaze and diminishes our self-centredness. 

Building contractors will use 2mber, cement and glass to renovate our church 
building. But God will use our prayers to renovate our lives! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

News 

• Lent Course — Frui]ulness on the Frontline is a five session 
DVD-based course designed to help Chris2ans live out their 
faith in daily life. We shall be running it on Tuesdays during 
Lent, star2ng at 8pm in the Vicarage on 3rd  March. Please 
contact Phil Weston to book your place or for more details. 

• Children’s Sunday Club — Sunday Club will con2nue 
throughout February and will be following a series called 

“Kingdom Living” based on 
MaAhew’s Gospel. Sunday Club is at 10.30am 
every Sunday (apart from the 1st Sunday of each 
month) and starts in church before heading over 
to the Village Hall for Bible teaching, craWs and 
games. We also have a creche area in church for 
babies and toddlers. 

• The Children’s Society — We have received a leAer from the Children’s Society thanking us for the 
£300 dona2on raised at the Chris2ngle service on Christmas Eve at St John’s. Last year more than 
6,000 similar celebra2ons took place up and down the country raising a total of £1.3M to light up the 
lives of children and young people between the ages of 10 and 18 and every penny raise is used to 
make a difference. Thank you! 

• HMP & YOI Styal — The  Chaplaincy  Team at  HMP & YOI Styal 
were  really thrilled  to receive  the  large quan2ty of dona2ons  

from 12 of the parishes in Chester Deanery (of which we were one) following the flyer that was 
distributed at the Annual Deanery Eucharist in September. The Anglican Chaplain from the prison, 
Rev’d Yvonne Yates, writes: “GiWs of socks and underwear were greatly appreciated by our women 
as many of them have no family support and struggle to buy the essen2als. The toiletries were 
something special and a real treat for them at Christmas and they were absolutely over the moon and thrilled with their surprise giW 
bags. Thanks to those who made dona2ons there was enough for a bag for everyone!”

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Services in February 

2nd February: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
9th February: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
16th February: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 4.00pm Village Praise 
23rd February: 
 9.00am Ma2ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
26th February: Ash Wednesday 
 8.00pm Holy Communion (CW) 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 

Vicar:  
Phil Weston     01829 752272  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

Pastoral Worker: 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752130

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  
December’s draw were 
57 53 1 4 25
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For a number of years 
now, the interior of the 

church has been kept 
clean and 2dy by a 
dedicated team of 
volunteers. Sadly, and 
mainly due to age and 

infirmity, that team is 
now becoming 
depleted and it is 
difficult to maintain 
the high standards 
that we have become 

used to. The task of church cleaning, which 
consists mainly of dus2ng and hoovering, 
isn’t par2cularly arduous and it can also be 
quite a social ac2vity. If we can fully 
replenish the team rota the demand on 2me 
is no more than a couple of hours every 
other month. Can you help? If you are 
willing to give it a go or you would like more 
informa2on please contact Hilary Clegg on 
01829 458453.

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.’  Ma#hew 6:19 & 21 

There has been so much in the news 
recently about people who basically have 
nothing … and the list of causes and 
spectrum of needs varies widely.  

We have seen the forest fires in 
Australia destroying an area equivalent to the 
size of Scotland, along with its wildlife and 
the homes of many individuals, leaving them 
des2tute. Fires which have been caused by 
global warming and shiWing weather paAerns 
— the same weather paAern shiWs which 
have resulted in floods in parts of the Congo, 
Indonesia and even here in the UK. 

In an age when the poli2cians would 
have us believe ‘we have never had it so 
good’ the necessity of regular visits to food 
banks is on the increase and problems 
associated with homelessness are an ever 
present issue in our towns and ci2es. 

The start of the season of Lent is just a 
couple of weeks away now and there is a 
long held tradi2on that we should use it as a 
period of fas2ng or at least a 2me to give up 
one or two of life’s liAle luxuries. But what if 
Lent could be about more than just giving 
stuff up? What if it could be a 2me of radical 
generosity as well as spiritual discipline? 
What if we used it as a 2me to come 
together to make a difference? 

Simply giving up one cup of coffee per 
week during Lent could save as much as £15 
which could be used for good causes — 
increase your food bank dona2ons via the 
village shop or the church for example or 
look for other worthy chari2es for your giW. 

Be generous: don’t just pocket your 
savings — for where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.

St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio available 

Please contact Matt on: 
07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaXent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Pastoral Work by Margaret Papworth 
Last year, aWer three 
years training, I was 
l i c e n s e d b y t h e 
Bishop of Birkenhead 
to serve as a Pastoral 
Worker in our parish. 
So why did I choose 

to follow this path?  

Like others, I have had been through 
some turbulence and change in my life 
which over2me has caused me some 
considerable soul searching and frequent 
ques2oning ‘Why is this happening to 
me?’ I know that God never leW me and 
carried me through those difficult 2mes. 
He can use all the hurts and pains that 
we experience to refine and mould us. I 
believe God wants me to be a Pastoral 
W o r k e r a n d c a n n o w u s e m y 
experiences, alongside my training to 
help others. 

Understanding my own humanness and 
embracing the fullness of life in Christ, 
have been essen2al in preparing me to 
travel with others. I have grown to 
understand the love that Christ has for 
me. I realise that I cannot help others in 
my own strength, but know 

 ‘I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.’ (Phil.4.13)  

I feel privileged to have undertaken the 
training. I have made las2ng friendships 
and worked with experts in various fields 
of pastoral knowledge. The role of a 
Pastoral Worker in simple terms is about 
Being human, Being there, and Being 
good news of God’s eternal and   
passionate love for every human being. 

In response to my call to serve, my 
prayer is that as God stood by me 
through all my troubles, I pray that He 
can use me to stand by others through 
their joys and sorrows in life.  

Please do contact me if you would like 
pastoral support from the church, you 
can speak to me in person or my 
telephone number is in the contacts list.

Hymn books are oWen 
borrowed from the church 
for a number of very good 
reasons but it is becoming 
no2ceable that the 
number of books stored 
at the back of the church 
is now beginning to 
dwindle. If you do have 
one of our books and no 

longer have a need for it, will you 
please return it to the church — any 2me, 
no ques2ons asked.

Ash Wednesday  
Ash Wednesday marks 
the start of the six-week 
period of Lent, a period 
which is frequently used 

for a 2me of solemn 
observance and prepara2on 

for the celebra2on of the death 
and resurrec2on of Jesus at Easter. Just as 
we carefully prepare for events in our 
personal lives, as a wedding, or birthday; 
Lent invites us to make our minds and hearts 
ready for remembering Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrec2on. 

A special Ash Wednesday service of Holy 
Communion will be held in church at 8pm 
on 26th February.
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