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A View from the Vicarage 

And we’re off! On the morning of Monday 
17th February renova<on work began at St. 
John’s church. ACer nine years of planning, 
fundraising and consulta<on, contractors are 
now construc<ng a new floor, hea<ng system, 
kitcheneHe and toilets at our church, making it 
fit for the twenty-first century. This first phase 
is due for comple<on by the end of May. 

Like much in life, the renewal of our church building involves some ini<al demoli<on 
and de-construc<on. Renova<on work requires removal of what is redundant or 
damaged before new addi<ons can be installed. The same principle certainly applies to 
the Chris<an year. Before we can celebrate the new life Christ brought into the world at 
Easter, we must go through the season of Lent – a season of reflec<on and repentance, 
which began on 26th February this year. 

Lent is a <me for Chris<ans to reflect on their character, their rela<onships and their 
spiritual walk with God. It’s an opportunity to iden<fy those areas of our lives which are 
worth inves<ng in and those areas which require a liHle ‘renova<on’! Lent is the <me to 
repent of those bad habits and character traits that get in the way of healthy 
rela<onships with God and other people. Repentance means more than simply saying 
‘sorry’ for such things, it also involves asking God’s help to live differently in future. 

So do take <me to reflect and repent this Lent. With God’s help, you’ll be the beHer for 
it! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

News 

• Lent Course — Frui\ulness on the Frontline is a five session 
DVD-based course designed to help Chris<ans live out their 
faith in daily life. We shall be running it on Tuesdays during 
Lent, star<ng at 8pm in the Vicarage on 3rd  March. Please 
contact Phil Weston to book your place or for more details. 

• Food Bank — While the church is inaccessible due to the 
building work, would you please take any food dona<ons to 
the collec<on point in the village shop.  

• Church Kneelers — At the turn of the new millennium 140 kneelers were made and 
donated to the church by many parishioners and others outside the parish. Some 
were given in memory of a loved one whilst others celebrated a village ins<tu<on,  
na<onal organisa<on or business. When the reordering of the church is completed 
we will no longer have space for them all: only around 30 will con<nue to be used in 
the choir stalls and elsewhere. For now, they have been removed from the church 
and safely stored by Barbara Craven who has a list of all the donors and s<tchers. If 
you would like yours returned or if you would like to take care of any of those which 
are spare and not reclaimed please contact Barbara on 01829 751388 or by email at 
spyhill4@hotmail.com.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Services in March 

1st March: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
8th March: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
15th March: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 4.00pm Village Praise 
22nd March: 
 9.00am Ma<ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
29th March: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Film Club 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 

Vicar:  
Phil Weston     01829 752272  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

Pastoral Worker: 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752130

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  

January’s draw were 
35 33 68 64

Will you help us complete our building project? 
With phase 1 of our building project underway, we are now looking to raise the 
remaining funds required to complete the rest of our scheme. These addi<onal works 
will include an audio-visual system and new lightweight stacking chairs. These 
improvements will help ensure that our re-ordered building is comfortable and well-
equipped for church and community events.  

Dona%ons towards this work would be gratefully received. Please make any dona%ons 
payable to “Ashton Hayes PCC” and post them to our Treasurer, Mr. Keith Morley at 37 
Peel Crescent, Ashton Hayes, CH3 8DA. Thank you for your help! 

Congratulations! 
The bap<sm of Joseph Peter Boddy took 
place in church during the morning service 
of Sunday,  2nd February. We would like to 
welcome Joe into God’s family and extend 
our best wishes and congratula<ons to 
Joe’s parents, Elesia and Darren, and his 
extended family. 

Do you regularly read News from the Pews? 
If you do, let us know what you think by 
dropping us a line at: 

nJp@ashtonhayes .church
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The Way To The Cross 

Palm Sunday — 5th April 
6.30pm in the Village Hall 

A service for Holy Week 

Including readings, poetry, well known 
hymns, music by the choir and a time to 

reflect upon the sacrifice of Christ.

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

‘Jesus took with him Peter, James and John 
the brother of James, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves. There he was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became as white as 
the light.’  MaLhew 17:1-2 

As I write, I have been preparing a 
sermon for Sunday based on the above 
passage — the Transfigura<on of Christ. But 
there is something about it which may have 
gone unno<ced — the Transfigura<on offers 
a strange parallel and contrast to the 
crucifixion itself. If you’re going to meditate 
on the Transfigura<on —  you might like to 
hold the crucifixion in your mind as well, as a 
sort of backdrop.  

Here, on a mountain, Jesus is revealed 
in glory: later, on a hill called Golgotha, just 
outside Jerusalem, Jesus will be revealed in 
shame. Here his clothes are shining white: 
there, they will be stripped off, and soldiers 
will cast lots to see which on of them should 
walk away with the spoils. Here Jesus 
becomes flanked by Moses and Elijah, two of 
Israel’s greatest heroes, represen<ng the law 
and the prophets: there he will be flanked by 
two brigands represen<ng the level to which 
Israel had sunk in its rebellion against God. 
Here, a bright cloud overshadows the scene: 
there, darkness will fall over the land. Here, 
Peter blurts out how wonderful it all is: there, 
Peter will hide in shame aCer denying he 
even knows Jesus. Here, a voice from God 
declares that this is his wonderful Son and 
we should listen to him: there, a pagan 
Roman soldier will declare, in surprise, that 
this really was God’s Son.  

Perhaps we can only really comprehend 
both of these images if we place them side 
by side. We will then understand that we can 
be drawn to God if we listen to his Son.

St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio available 

Please contact Matt on: 
07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaWent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Easter Egg Collection 
As in previous 
years, we will be 
collec<ng Easter 
Eggs for the 
children of our 

local charity,  
Save the Family. 

Good Friday 
Our annual, ‘ecumenical’ Walk of 

Witness will take place on Good Friday, 10th 
April. However, this year, due to the closure 
of St John’s for renova<ons, the walk will 
begin at 10.30am outside St John’s and 
p r o c e e d t o S t C u t h b e r t ’s w h e r e 
refreshments will be available. 

Also, between 2pm and 3pm, we shall 
mee<ng in the Parish Rooms to spend “An 
Hour by the Cross”. 

If you would like to help, please  buy a 
chocolate egg (or eggs!) and leave them 
with Debs at the Vi l lage Shop. 
Alterna<vely, bring them along to our 
morning service for Palm Sunday on 5th 
April and we will make sure that they 
get to the children in <me for Easter.

Building Progress 
It’s only day 4 of this long-awaited building project. The pews have been removed and 
the pulpit has gone into storage to await its reinstalla<on. This is only the start, but it’s a 
good start … only 3 months to go!

Starts … 
Wednesday 

4th March
3.15 - 4.15pm 

Join us for this 5 week aCer-school club 
will include Bible stories, craCs, games 
and songs, as we inves<gate the events 
of Easter.
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