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A View from the Vicarage 

Woody Allen once said, “If you want to 
make God laugh, tell him your plans!” This 
year certainly hasn't gone to plan has it? The 
coronavirus pandemic has caused many of 
our best-laid plans for 2020 to be completely 
redrawn. Community events have been 
delayed, our church re-ordering project was 
put on hold for two months, and many 
families had to hasIly change their summer 
holiday desInaIon. In the sporIng world, the 
Tokyo Olympics were put back a year, while 
other events like Wimbledon were abandoned altogether. More seriously, secondary 
school exams were cancelled due to COVID-19 and thousands of planned medical 
treatments were postponed to protect the NHS. 

Like it or not, we human beings cannot foresee the future. In truth, all of our 
plans are provisional. I’ve recently been preparing a college lecture on the biblical leVer 
of James, which includes these wise words:  “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or 
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make 
money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. Instead, you ought to 
say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that’” (James 4:13-15). 

Faced with the uncertainIes of life, we are to entrust our future to the Lord Jesus, 
to the one person who holds history in his hands, the one person who always sees 
what’s coming with perfect clarity. Christ is the only person with the ability to sustain us 
in all circumstances and to accompany us in every season of life - even through death 
itself. “Do not be afraid” says the Risen Jesus to his followers, “for I am with you, 
always” (MaVhew 28:10,20). 

God bless, 
Phil Weston Our Sincere Thanks … 

Having assisted us with the sorIng and distribuIon of NcP for the last 15 years, 
Robert Lewis has decided that it is Ime to hand over the reins to someone else. We 
would like to express our sincere thanks to Robert for his many hours of excellent 
work and his commitment to our Parish NewsleVer. 

News 

• Building Project Update — Six months acer work began, we are now nearing 
compleIon of phase one of our church building project, including a new 
kitcheneVe, toilets, heaIng system and oak floor. The results are impressive, and 
work is due to be complete in early September, allowing Sunday services to resume 
in church. Phase two of our scheme will conInue during the weekdays of the 
coming months. This will include installaIon of an audio-visual system, a new 
internal glass door, a glass screen to separate off the chapel and refurbishment of 
the vestry. God willing, we hope to have the whole scheme complete in Ime for 
Christmas!

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

News from the Pews 
Deliveries 

Well as you can tell, our monthly door-to-
door deliveries are back thanks to the 
efforts of everyone involved in the 
distribuIon chain. We hope you enjoy 
re a d i n g t h i s e d i I o n a n d fi n d i t 
informaIve. 

Church Services in 
September 

Services will resume in church on 13th 
September. Whilst Coronavirus measures 
are sIll in place social distancing must be 
observed within the building. This means 
that the size of the congregaIon at each 
service will be limited to approximately 30 
people. 

Within the building, chairs will be set out 
to enable social distancing although family 
groups will obviously be allowed to sit 
together. We further request that all 
aVendees saniIse their hands on entry 
using the gel provided (or by thoroughly 
washing their hands using our new 
faciliIes) and wear face coverings whilst in 
the building. In addiIon a register will be 
kept of those who aVend for the purposes 
of “Track and Trace” should the need 
arise. Please help us to keep you safe. 

13th September: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-Age Communion (CW) 
 20th September: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
27th September: 
 9.00am MaIns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 

BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272  
Readers: 

Alan Dowen       01829 751174 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

Pastoral Worker: 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752130 

The new cloakroom The kitcheneVe ReposiIoned font
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Bible Study in a 
Digital World 

Over the last few 
months a number 
of us have been 
meeIng regularly 
v i a Z o o m t o 
e x p l o r e t h e 
Chr isIan fa i th 
using the words 
of scripture as a 
starIng point and 
as a catalyst for 
our discussion. 

Our aim has been to gain a beVer 
understanding of who we are and of what 
God would have us be. The group is 
friendly, open to new and wide-ranging 
ideas and you don’t need to be an 
academic or have a degree in theology to 
take part. 

The topic for our next series of 
meeIngs will be to consider the first leVer 
of Peter. He addressed this leVer to small 
groups of ChrisIans who were scaVered 
across the country that we now call Turkey. 
He was longing for them to live well as the 
people of God in a complex world. The 
overall message is one of confidence — 
how to be confident in Christ’s message 
and how to be confident in the world, our 
community and our relaIonships with 
others. 

The series will last for 6 weeks and 
will begin on Monday, 7th September at 
8pm: each weekly session lasts for about 
90 minutes. If you are interested or just 
i n q u i s i I v e , s e n d a n e - m a i l t o 
alan@ashtonhayes.church to receive more 
informaIon and joining instrucIons.

St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio available 

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaMent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

‘The folds shall be full of sheep: the valleys 
also shall stand so thick with corn that they 
shall laugh and sing.’ Psalm 65:14 (Parish Psalter) 

As this strange year has unfolded, there 
has been more Ime to stand and stare and I 
have been amazed as I have watched nature 
at its best. My garden has been full of wildlife 
and even though we began with a very dry 
Spring, as soon as the rain arrived the fields, 
which started the year as patches of bare 
earth, quickly turned green with new growth. 
And now, they stand ready for the harvest to 
begin. 

Psalm 65, ocen referred to as the 
‘Harvest Psalm’ and aVributed to King David 
as the original author, describes how the 
annual cycle of new growth and harvest has 
always been, but King David was fully aware 
that without God’s help, none of this would 
be possible. 

“You care for the land and water it; you 
enrich it abundantly,“ he writes, “You drench 
its furrows and level its ridges; you so;en it 
with showers and bless its crops. [Then] you 
crown the year with your bounty, and your 
carts overflow with abundance.”  

InteresIngly, the early Church Fathers  
also recognised the significance of the harvest 
and set out to prove the existence of God by 
observing nature. The fields, trees and 
hedgerows were about to ‘yield their bounty’ 
and they realised that we too are blessed. 

These thoughts go a long way towards 
encouraging us as we face our own various 
challenges, including material ones, in our 
very broken world. If we pay aVenIon to all 
that surrounds us we cannot help to be 
moved to joyful thanksgiving to our God who 
cares for us all so well.

We are sMll looking for someone who 
would be willing to co-ordinate our 
annual ChrisMan Aid collecMon across 
the parish. 
Margaret Garman, who will soon be 
moving away from Ashton Hayes has 
been our co-ordinator in recent years 
and she says the the job is “neither 
difficult or too Mme consuming but it 
does need some organisaMon, ordering 
materials, recruiMng volunteers, 
distribuMng envelopes and counMng the 
money collected.” 
If you are interested contact Margaret 

( 0 7 7 9 2 
6 7 8 1 4 4 ) 
w h o w i l l 
p r o v i d e 

further details or 
speak to our vicar, 

Phil (01829 752272).

Dates for your Diary 
• 4th October, 10.30am  – Harvest FesIval and Gic Day 
• 11th October, 12 noon – Annual Parochial Church MeeIng and elecIon of 

St John’s 100 Club Draw 
The 100 Club will be back soon following 
the reopening of the church building. 
Watch this space! 
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