
The Newsletter of St John the Evangelist, Ashton Hayes June 2021 

A View from the Vicarage 
As I look out of my study window, I can 

see a beau6ful laburnum tree at the end of our 
garden. It’s currently draped in thousands of 
yellow leaves, from which it gets its nickname 
as the ‘golden chain’ or ‘golden rain’ tree. But 
don’t let the alluring appearance of the 
laburnum tree mislead you, because they are 
toxic! Don't get too close to them, because 
they are poisonous and can cause sleepiness, 
vomi6ng, convulsions, and frothing at the 
mouth. In very rare cases, laburnum can even 
be fatal! 

A similar principle applies to other 
areas of life. Things like pleasure, popularity, career success and wealth all have very 
obvious aErac6ons. But danger arises if we make them all-consuming in our life. Even 
the most enjoyable worldly pleasures can ruin our rela6onships, be bad for our bodies 
and become poisonous to our souls if taken to excess. 

This is what the Bible calls ‘idolatry’ and it happens when we confuse good 
things with God. When we allow ourselves to be drawn towards par6cular things at the 
expense of all else, we make them our miniature ‘gods’ and elevate them to a status 
that they were never made for. But if we fix our eyes on God and invest in our 
rela6onship with him, then we can enjoy these things in their proper propor6on. Rather 
than being ‘toxic’ to our physical and spiritual health, we can enjoy them as good giMs 
from our Heavenly Father.  

As Jesus said in his famous Sermon on the Mount, “do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run 
aMer all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
(MaE 6:31-33) 

God bless, 
Phil Weston News 

• Thank you — to everyone who contributed so generously to our annual Gi, Day 
last month. More than £5,000 was raised, which will help us meet our running costs 
and ministry expenses over the coming year. 

• New Youth Group — We’re launching a new Youth 
Group in church for secondary school-aged 
teens on Sunday 27th June from 5 to 7pm. As 
well as snacks, games and entertainment on 
the church’s new ‘Big screen’, we’d love to hear 
our teenagers’ ideas for what this group could 
include in future. 

• West Cheshire Foodbank — Our local food bank is s6ll in need of dona6ons. A 
typical emergency food parcel contains Cereal, Soup, Pasta, Rice, Tinned tomatoes/ 
pasta sauce, Len6ls, beans and pulses, Tinned meat, Tinned vegetables, Tea/coffee, 
Tinned fruit, Biscuits, UHT milk, Fruit juice and, where they can they will also 
provide essen6al non-food items like toiletries and hygiene products. If you can 
help through dona6ons of any of these items there are drop-off points in the 
church and at the Community Shop. 

• Prayer - if you would like someone to pray for yourself or others, please email your 
request to pleasepray@ashtonhayes.church and a few members of our ministry 
team will be happy to pray for you. Any informa6on you share will be treated in 
confidence. 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in June 
Our Sunday services are now being 

held in church but the 10.30 service will 
con6nue to be live streamed on our 
Facebook page. Join us here: 

www.facebook.com/stjohnashton/ 

Services in June 

6th June:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Climate Sunday Service (CW) 

13th June: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
     & Sunday Club (4-10yrs) 
20th June: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club (11+ yrs) 

27th June: 
 9.00am Ma6ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  

BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658

A Prayer 
Lord God of love,  
show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgoNen  
in your sight.   
Seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a beNer future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom.  Amen

mailto:pleasepray@ashtonhayes.church
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St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

There are s6ll signs posted at the main 
entrances to our village which declare that 
Ashton Hayes is aiming to be the first village 
in England to become carbon neutral. It was 
a brave claim to make but since those heady 
days when the project first started, we seem 
to have lost our way a liEle, but generally, 
people s6ll seem to care. Sadly the world s6ll 
appears to be marching headlong towards a 
climate led disaster. 

November 2021 is the date now set for 
the Bri6sh government to host COP26 in 
Glasgow. COP stands for ‘Conference Of 
Par6es’ and refers to the gathering of 
representa6ves from nearly 200 countries 
plus various other bodies for the United 
Na6ons Framework Conven6on on climate 
change. 

The prophet Micah posed the ques6on, 
“And what does the Lord require of you?” and 
answers, “To act justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God”.  Climate 
Sunday encourages us to do this, ac6ng 
boldly out of compassion and care for nature, 
for all people on our planet, including the 
vulnerable, and for future genera6ons. 

Churches like ours are being asked to 
offer pastoral support to those suffering 
‘climate anxiety’ and ‘climate grief’, teach 
principles of ‘Crea6on Care’, reduce their 
own carbon emissions, and serve the local 
community in prac6cal projects (like restoring 
local green space). We are also being 
encouraged to join our voices to call for 
COP26 to focus in enabling a fair transi6on to 
a sustainable economy.  ‘The Time is Now’ is 
a “Declara6on for a healthy, greener, fairer 
tomorrow”. It’s a pe66on that’s already 
underway, supported by a whole range of 
churches, development and conserva6on and 
nature organisa6ons, and spearheaded by 
The Climate Coali6on. You can find out more 
and sign the declara6on at:  
www.theclimatecoaliBon.org/theBmeisnow

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaWent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

“Open House” 
18th July 2021 — 3-5pm 

Everyone will no doubt be aware 
of the changes that have been made to 
the interior of our church but not 
everyone has had a chance to see them 
for themselves and so we would like to 
invite you all for an aMernoon of 
browsing and fun. There will be no 
charge for this event but you will be 
treated to refreshments, offered a 
chance to join in with a craMing session 
and we would love to show you around. 

The changes enable us to offer this 
space to be hired for community events 
to augment the space already available in the village hall. If 
you are interested, there will shortly be more informa6on 
available on our website: www.ashtonhayes.church

The New 
Bishop of 

Birkenhead 
Announced. 

Downing Street 
h a s r e c e n t l y 
announced that 
Julie Conalty is to 
be the next Bishop 
of Birkenhead. 

J u l i e fi r s t 
experienced a call 
t o o r d a i n e d 
ministry in her 
t e e n s . A M e r a 
Bibl ical Studies 
degree, as women 
could not then 
become priests, 
she worked with 
the homeless and 
t h e n b e g a n a 
c a r e e r i n t h e 
Proba6on Service 
but turned to being 
a full-6me priest in 
2010. 

Julie is currently 
the Archdeacon of 
Tonbridge in the 
D i o c e s e o f 
Rochester. She is 
58 years old and  
she trained for the 
ministry at the 
South East Ins6tute 
fo r T h e o l o g i ca l 
E d u c a 6 o n ; a n d 
now she should be 
joining us, here in 
the D i ocese o f 
Chester, in the 
Autumn.
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