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A View from the Vicarage 
September means ‘back to school’ 

for our children, hopefully without any 
more of the COVID-related restric@ons and 
disrup@ons of the last two years. Millions 
of young people will be returning to 
schools and colleges across the land, 
beginning a fresh season of educa@on and 
learning. It will be ‘back to school’ for me 
too, as I begin teaching our first ever 
intake at the new Emmanuel Theological 
College in Liverpool. For three days each 
week I’ll be helping to train a new 
genera@on of clergy and lay ministers for the Church of England.  

But it’s not just children and students who can learn something new this 
Autumn. We can all become lifelong learners, whatever our age or stage of life. Thanks 
to the internet, a whole host of books, ar@cles, videos and other learning materials are 
now just a mouse click away from many of us. Whether our interest is astronomy or 
archaeology, history or cookery, new knowledge and skills can be increasingly easily 
acquired. 

Chris@ans are certainly encouraged to be lifelong learners. To follow Jesus 
means more than being simply a spectator at Church services, more than being merely 
a consumer of Chris@an ministry. On the contrary, Jesus calls his followers to be his 
‘disciples’ – a word that literally means ‘learner’. Chris@ans are to learn from Jesus’ 
words and example what it means to live a life that is truly good and pleasing to God. 
And by being ac@ve members of a diverse, mul@genera@onal Church congrega@on, 
disciples of Jesus can learn that essen@al life skill of loving our neighbour. So whoever 
you are, do come and ‘learn’ with us at St. John’s this Autumn! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

News 
• A Welcome for Our Organist — We are delighted that David Bird has agreed to be 

our regular organist un@l the end of the year. David is well known in the area as an 
experienced  and talented musician, teacher and accompanist and it is a pleasure to 
have him with us. [N.B. He didn’t pose for the picture below! Ed.] 

• Bible Study — Learning from the life of King David — During September and 
October our Sunday sermons and our midweek Bible studies will be looking at the 
life of King David, recorded for us in 
the Old Testament books of 1 and 2 
Samuel. Despite being a king, David 
struggled with sin and his psalms 
reveal @mes of anguish and doubt. 
Yet he is described in the Bible as 'a 
man a\er God's own heart' and 
presented as a spiritual role model. 
As we examine the life of David, we 
will discover what it means to live a 
life guided by God. 

Bible studies take place via Zoom in the comfort of your own home. If you 
would like to take part, please contact Phil Weston or Alan Dowen for 

joining instruc@ons. 
•Volunteers Needed — Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village 
Shop is currently looking for volunteers to work the @ll, full training 

will be given. Hours are flexible. If you are interested in volunteering 
for this role, call us on 01829 759023 or pop in and speak to Deb.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in 
September 

If you can’t join us in person, do 
catch up with our 10.30 Sunday service 
on our Facebook page. 

www.facebook.com/stjohnashton/ 

Services in September 

5th September:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW) 
12th September: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
19th September: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
26th September: 
 9.00am Ma@ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
3rd October:  Harvest 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW)  

BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  

July’s draw were 
 63 42 52 30
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St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought 

“Who is my neighbour?”  
Luke 10:29 

In the first volume of his autobiography 
“A Promised Land”, Barack Obama describes 
inheri@ng the problems of Afghanistan from 
his predecessor, George W. Bush. President 
Obama had been elected on a peace @cket — 
his stump speech had included the line “I 
don’t oppose all wars. What I am opposed to 
are dumb wars” — yet he ended up 
increasing the US military presence in 
Afghanistan, describing the exercise as a bad 
deal with worse alterna@ves. A na@on-
rebuilding approach might have worked, but 
by the @me the military came to see this as 
the best way to keep the Taliban out of 
power, the Iraq War had drained away any 
enthusiasm that the American public had for 
intervening in other countries’ affairs, 
however beneficial to those countries and to 
global security. In the end, the Americans 
were le\, Obama writes, “administrators of 
inhospitable terrain breeding more enemies 
than we killed”. 

The strategic failures of successive US 
administra@ons have been chewed over 
during recent weeks, and will con@nue to be 
so. Of greater concern, however, is the ever 
narrower answer given to the ques@on put to 
Jesus: “Who is my neighbour?” While tales 
and images of immediate disasters, such as 
the earthquake in Hai@, can tug at the 
consciences of the public in developed 
c o u n t r i e s , t h e p a @ e n c e , w i s d o m , 
commitment, unity, and generosity needed to 
protect human rights over a long period in 
poorly governed countries is largely absent 
from Western electorates. 

If there is a posi@ve to be had, it is that 
the West might start to see the world as the 
rest of the interna@onal community sees it: 
independent na@on states of many different 
complexions, not necessarily to be measured 
against a faultless (and non-existent) model of 
Western democracy, and many requiring not 
interven@on, but collabora@on. If we 
recognise that an empowered UN is the best 
hope for a peaceful world, this could be good 
news not only in future conflict zones, but in 
Afghanistan also.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaVent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

A Prayer 
Merciful God, 
your Son came to save us 
and bore our sins on the cross: 
may we trust in your mercy 
and know your love, 
rejoicing in the righteousness 
that is ours through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

New Lectern 
Improvements and new 
addi@ons are s@ll being 
m a d e t o S t J o h n ’s 
c h u r c h . T h i s @ m e , 
thanks to Diane and 
John Eldridge, we have a 
new lectern which is far 
more secure and stable 
than the one it replaces.

Come and join us as we 
journey together for 
twelve weeks to explore 
h o w t o m a i n t a i n 
posi9ve mental and 
emo9onal wellbeing in 
the midst of our busy 
lives.  

To book a place or find out more contact Margaret Papworth on 07803242783 
or email margaretpapworth@icloud.com. 

The start date for our first Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing Group will be Monday 
20th September from 4:30pm to 5:45pm and will be held in the St John’s 
Church. Booking is essenGal and expressions of interest are invited by 13th 
September.

Harvest at St John’s

Our annual Harvest Festival will be held  
during our All-Age Service on 

Sunday, 3rd October at 10.30 am. 

All food donations will be sent to 
the West Cheshire Food Bank
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