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A View from the Vicarage 
We humans have a remarkable ability to recall 

the past. We can bring to mind events 
that happened months, years, even 
decades ago. Many of these 
memories may be mundane, but 
very o;en events s<ck in our minds 
because they are par<cularly 
precious, painful or poignant. 

In the Bible God regularly has to remind his people to remember! At various 
points in Scripture the Lord tells his people to make sure they don’t forget the past. 
They needed to remember the past to avoid repea<ng old mistakes. They needed to 
remember the inspiring example of heroes and heroines of days gone by. And they 
needed to remember with thanksgiving God’s historic acts of rescue and redemp<on. 
For example, the Jewish people were commanded to celebrate the Passover meal as an 
annual reminder of their libera<on from Egypt, when God gave them their famous 
exodus from slavery. Similarly, Chris<ans are told to share bread and wine at the Lord’s 
Supper to remember, with thanks, Jesus’ self-sacrifice at the cross for our salva<on.  

Remembrance, with thanksgiving, is certainly a theme at St. John’s this 
November. On Remembrance Sunday we will bring to mind all those who gave their 
lives in conflict, giving grateful thanks for those servicemen and women who paid the 
ul<mate price to defend our na<on. On 28th November, meanwhile, we shall be joined 
by the new Bishop of Birkenhead for a special service to give thanks to God for the 
comple<on of our church reordering project, and to remember with gra<tude the 
resources donated by our community and other benefactors to bring these renova<ons 
to frui<on. Please do join us at either of these events if you can. 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

News 
• A Big Thank You — to the Community Shop who are a lifeline 

and tremendous support to many especially over the past 
18 months. As a Community Benefit Society any net profit 
each year may be re-invested in their business or other 
projects that benefit the community. We are delighted to 
report that approval was given for St John’s to receive a 
grant of £600 to help equip the smart new kitchen in the 
church. The PCC are most grateful for their generosity. The 
resources have enhanced our facili<es and have already been put to good use by 
several organisa<ons hiring the church building 

• “When Music Sounds” — The Vale Royal Singers will be performing a short, 
celebra<on concert in St John’s Church, Ashton Hayes on Sunday, 21st November at 
3pm. There will be music by John Ru`er, Bob Chilco` and a number of other 
popular composers and the concert will be followed by tea and cake. Dona<ons are 
requested at the door and all proceeds will be forwarded to the Chester Food Bank. 

• Harvest Dona<ons – Thank you to everyone who donated so generously to our 
food collec<on for West Cheshire Foodbank last month. Nearly 170kg of non-
perishable food was donated at our church Harvest service, and a similar amount 
was collected from Ashton Hayes Primary School. Our thanks too to Lesley Groves, 
for transpor<ng all our dona<ons to the Foodbank. 

• Children’s Sunday Club – our Sunday Club for primary aged children con<nues to 
meet on the second Sunday of each month, including on 14th November. The 
children join us for the start of our 10.30am morning service, before heading over 
to the Village Hall for games, cra;s and Bible teaching. All welcome. 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in November 
7th November:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW) 
14th November: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.50am Service of Remembrance 
    & Sunday Club 
21st November: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
28th November: 
 10.30am  Service of Thanksgiving 

BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church

Welcome 
The bap<sm of Aiden Lee Moore took 
place under the watchful eyes of 
mum and dad, Michelle (née Hunt) 
and Stephen, on Sunday, 5th October 
and we wish Aiden and his family 
every blessing at this, the start of his 
Chris<an journey.

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  
September’s draw were 

 35 52 65 45
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St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought   by Alan Dowen 

“He will judge between the na<ons and will 
seUle disputes for many peoples. They will 

beat their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Na<on will 
not take up sword against na<on, nor will 
they train for war anymore.”   Isaiah 2:4 

I some<mes sit in the fields around 
Ashton listening to the birdsong and the wind 
rustling the leaves of the trees, admiring 
nature and thinking about how lucky I am to 
live in such a beau<ful and peaceful place. But 
my heart bleeds for those who have lost loved 
ones or found themselves in the midst of war 
and conflict. 

This verse, taken from the Book of 
Isaiah, is o;en used at Remembrance Services 
up and down the country. Some may say that 
it is a rather utopian view of our world 
although most would say it is a vision that we 
all pray for on a daily basis. It paints a picture 
of weapons, and all of the paraphernalia 
associated with war, being turned into useful, 
everyday items because there will no longer 
be any need for the bullet and the bomb. A 
<me when peace, true peace, will reign. 

World War 1 was supposed to be ‘the 
war that would end all wars’ and yet, since the 
declara<on of the Armis<ce in November 
1918, at the end of a long period of turmoil  
and the bloodiest conflict in human history, 
there hasn’t been a single day when all of the 
world’s na<ons have all been truly at peace. 
To make ma`ers worse, many of those 
conflicts have been caused by religion, both 
inter-faith and inter-denomina<onal, o;en 
marked by acts of terrorism. 

Does this mean that God has failed us 
and abandoned his promises? 

When you think about it, war is a sign of 
human failing, not God’s — we fail to listen to 
each other, we seek power, we want what 
others have or we hold grudges and fail to 
forgive … the list goes on … and God weeps. 

Isaiah reminds us that it is God himself 
who will be our final judge and it is he whom 
we should trust to se`le the disputes which 
will inevitably flare up from <me to <me due 
to our flawed human nature. He yearns for us 
to stop figh<ng and simply to listen to what he 
has to say to us — so go, and strive for peace.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

Pa<ent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Having missed a year due to pandemic 
we shall again be trying to ensure that 
the children in the care of our local 
charity, ‘Save the Family’, will have a 
happy Christmas. ‘Giving Trees’ will be in 
the church and in the Village Shop 
throughout November. 
If you would like to help by buying a gi; 
for a child (or an addi<onal something for 
a child’s parent) please take a label and 
buy a gi; for the child whose name is on 
it. Then, wrap your gi;, fix the label to it 
and take it to the village shop by Tuesday, 
30th November or bring it along to the 
Toy Service which will be held in church 
at 10.30 am on Sunday, 5th December. 
There are no rules about how much or 
how li`le you need to spend — our aim 
is simply to make a needy child’s 
Christmas just that bit brighter. Children 
also love chocolate so if  you could also 
provide a selec<on box (or several!) that 
would also be appreciated.  Thank you.

Come, Help Us Celebrate 
Everyone in our community is invited to a Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate 
the comple<on of the re-ordering of our church building which will be led by 
our new Bishop of Birkenhead, the Rt Revd Julie Conalty. 

Sunday, November 28th  
at 10.30am 

Refreshments will be served  
following the service. 

This is an opportunity for the church to express our 
sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed to the 
project by giving dona<ons, a`ending and organising 
fundraising events and providing prac<cal help and 
advice.

Lest we forget 

10.50am on Sunday 
14th November 

Our annual Service of Remembrance will 
take place in church on Sunday, 14th 
November at 10.50am. It is a service at 
which we shall commemorate all those 
who have lost their lives or been 
harmed as a result of war and pray for 
peace in our world, 

The service will be followed by a 
gathering around the War Memorial at 
which wreaths will be laid.
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