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A View from the Vicarage 

I’m wri(ng a book! Since becoming a 
theological college tutor in 2018, I’ve been 
encouraged to write an academic textbook, and 
have recently signed a contract with a publisher to 
do just that. Its working (tle is “An Introduc(on to 
Analy(c Theology” and if all goes to plan, it will hit 
the shelves in the Summer of 2024 (I’m not 
expec(ng it to be a bestseller!). 

Apart from occasional assistance from my 
publisher, I’ll be wri(ng my book all on my own. 
But not so for the Bible. The biggest selling book in 
history is actually a library of 66 books, compiled 
over hundreds of years, each wriNen by two authors rather than one. For this reason 
theologians speak of the ‘dual authorship’ of the Bible, because each one of its human 
authors was assisted by God. The writers of Scripture were guided by God’s Spirit to put 
down on paper exactly what he wanted them to say. This process of ‘inspira(on’ (as its 
called) didn’t override the human authors’ own vocabulary or literary style, but ensured 
that their words have enduring wisdom, accuracy and authority – something that 
ordinary authors can only dream of! 

This dual authorship of the Bible has important implica(ons. It means that the 
ethical principles it contains have enduring relevance. It means that the characteris(cs 
of God that it describes are not specula(on but revela(on. And it means that the great 
promises it makes can be trusted: promises of life to the full for those who follow Jesus 
Christ; words of comfort in adversity; and a message of hope in the face of mortality. No 
wonder the Queen was presented with a copy of the Bible on her corona(on day with 
these words: “We present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 
affords.” Its well worth adding to your Summer reading list! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

Congratulations! 
Our  sincere congratula(ons and best wishes go out to Joanna Craven and George 

NoN, who were married in St.John’s on 4th June. 

Notices 
Chris&an Aid Week — A big thank you for everyone who contributed to Chris(an 

Aid Week. In total we raised £480 + Gi` Aid and the money has now been sent to the 
charity. 

Bible Study at St John’s — 
Our study of the Book of Acts, is 
c o n ( n u i n g o n M o n d a y 
evenings. We get together via 
Zoom so you don’t even have to 
leave your home to take part. 
Each session begins with a short 
film and usually con(nues with 
a lively discussion which leads 
us to consider what these 
ancient texts mean in a modern 
context.   

At the end of this study we shall be taking a break for the summer 
before reconvening in September. For more informa(on contact … 
alan@ashtonhayes.church.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in July 
3rd July:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW) 
10th July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
17th July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
24th July: 
 9.00am Ma(ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
31st July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  

May’s draw were 
 16  58 18 9 40
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    Music for a  
Summer’s Evening 

A"er a 2 year 
absence our annual 
Summer Concert is 

returning! 

Friday 22nd July 
7.30pm 

St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Phil Goodall


IT IS GOOD TO BELONG … 
In this month of July, which sees the 

welcome return of our Summer Concert, I 
wonder if you have heard the Parable of the 
Choir?  

Members of our Church Choir/St John 
Singers can vouch that a group of singers can 
hold one note for an impossibly long (me … 
for as long as it likes, actually. Because 
individual members can drop out and take a 
breath before returning. The rest of the choir 
will hold the note, each taking a breath when 
they need to. 

In any community venture, it is normal 
that people will have distrac(ons, fall-outs, 
and other demands on their (me, but the 
work goes on. If we try to do it all on our 
own, the work stops when we stop but, if we 
work together as part of a group, we can 
support each other and spur each other on 
un(l the task is complete. 

So, whether we are singing God's 
praises, helping other people, or whatever … 
we do so much beNer as part of the choir! In 
this world, community is important. 

A Prayer: 
Lord, bless this our community, 
Strengthen what is good within it  
and teach us to cherish it. 
Wherever there is suffering,  
send your aid and renew our 
commitment to one another,  
that in our everyday lives we may bear 
one another's burdens  
and rejoice to share one another's joys, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

Pa&ent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Covid Guidance 
Mask wearing is no longer mandatory 
however, members of our congrega(on 
are s(ll welcome to wear them for their 
own comfort and the safety of others.

Ashton Grange
The garden will be open for 

visitors as part of the

The National Garden Scheme 

on Sunday 3rd July 
from 12 – 4:30 pm

Entry £6; children free

Teas and plant stall

Due to infla(on, combined with the 
drama(c increases in the price of food 
and energy, more and more people are 
being forced into poverty and are 
being faced with the stark choice of 
“Eat” or “Heat”. Foodbanks around the 
country are facing increasing demands 
but at the same (me dona(ons have 
been reducing. If you are able to help, 
please make a dona(on of (nned or 
packaged food with long shelf lives. 
There are drop off points in the Church 
and at the Community Shop.   

Thank you.

An evening of varied music and 
entertainment with the 

St John Singers and Friends 
accompanied by David Bird 

Tickets £8  (under 16s: £4) 
Available from choir members 

or on the door. 

Proceeds will be donated 
towards the repair of the church 

organ.

Jubilee Celebrations 

What a super weekend — even if it 
did turn out to be a bit damp at (mes! At 
the last moment the Jubilee Service and 
Ashton Folk relocated to the church to 
escape the rain but that didn’t seem to 
confuse the people who turned up to 
take part or listen. 

Congratula(ons to the organising 
commiNee who organised this amazing 4- 
day community event.
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