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A View from the Vicarage 
2023 is now here, and some of us  

may have made New Year’s resolu9ons – 
perhaps to lose weight, drink less or do 
more regular exercise. But have you ever 
heard of a ‘Bucket List’? A bucket list is a 
list of things that people want to do not in 
a year, but in a life9me. A bucket list 
contains all the things people want to do 
before they ‘kick the bucket’ – perhaps 
to do a parachute jump, cruise the Nile 
or drive a Ferrari! A few years ago there 
was actually a film made called “The 
Bucket List”. It starred Jack Nicholson 
and Morgan Freeman as two elderly men who 
compile their own bucket list. Their list included: riding a 
motorcycle on Great Wall of China, hun9ng lions in Africa, climbing a Pyramid in Egypt and 
going motor racing at death-defying speeds. You will have to watch the film yourself to see 
whether they succeeded in 9cking everything off their list! 

In the Bible, Luke’s Gospel also describes two elderly people who had their own 
bucket list (Lk 2:22-38). But it was a very short list, with only one thing on it! Before they 
‘met their Maker’, Simeon and Anna wanted to meet the Messiah. For centuries the 
people of Israel had been wai9ng for God to send them a Saviour who would give new 
direc9on to God’s people, someone who would offer them forgiveness and a fresh start. 
Someone who could offer them reassurance of God’s love in this life - and beyond. But as 
each new year came and went, many of Simeon and Anna’s contemporaries must have 
doubted whether the Messiah would ever come. So it’s no surprise that Simeon and Anna 
were both overjoyed when they saw Jesus at the Jerusalem temple. They both recognised 
the significance of Mary and Joseph’s child as soon as they laid eyes on him. The arrival of 
Christ meant that their dogged faith had been vindicated. No wonder Simeon took the 
child in his arms and praised God. He now knew that he could die in peace and with great 
hope. 

 As we begin 2023, it seems that peace and hope are in rather short supply. We are 
experiencing extor9onate energy prices, industrial unrest, economic recession, and 
conflict in Ukraine. But as Simeon and Anna discovered, Jesus can bring us joy and hope in 
even the toughest seasons of life. Christ is not just for Christmas. So why not make one 
addi9onal resolu9on this New Year? Why not join us at St. John’s as we start 2023? During 
our Sunday morning services this term we’ll be looking at the life of Jesus in Mabhew’s 
Gospel, and we’d love to welcome you! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston In Memory 

The funerals of Shirley Brooks (of Duck Lane) and John Berry (of Church Court) took 
place during December. We would like to express our sincere condolences to all of their 
family and friends.  

Notices 
February Evensong -– Please note that Evensong in February will take place on the 

2nd Sunday of the month — 12th February. 
Bible Studies — Our Bible Study evenings will recommence on Monday, 9th January 

(Zoom) and Wednesday, 11th January (in the Vicarage). These evenings are open to all and 
this year will begin with sessions looking at Paul’s lebers to the Thessalonians in more 
d e t a i l . F o r m o r e i n fo r m a 9 o n c o n t a c t v i c a r @ a s h t o n h a y e s . c h u r c h o r 
alan@ashtonhayes.church.  

Christmas Revelries — Thanks to all those who bought 9ckets, our evening of 
entertainment on 30th December raised £360 towards church funds and seemed to be 
enjoyed by everyone who came along. Who knows? … there may be more to come …

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in January 
1st January:  
 10.30am All-Age Communion (CW) 
8th January: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW) 
15th January: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
22nd January: 
 9.00am Ma9ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
29th January: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

St John’s 0-90’s Café 
 Our all-age café will be 

open to welcome you 
again on Thursday 19th 
January, from 2.30 to 
4pm. All are welcome to 
join us for free drinks, 

chat, play and cake!

Happy New Year!

mailto:safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church
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St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping 
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

For if you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins.  Ma2hew 6:14-15 

A dear friend gave me a notebook for 
Christmas. It is a gir which I have gratefully 
received, or should I say accepted(?), with 
feelings of excitement and dread in almost 
equal measure. Excitement because it is a 
beau9ful book with my name embossed on 
its front cover offering so many possibili9es 
for its use: thoughts, jotngs, calcula9ons …  
the op9ons are endless. But there is also  a 
feeling of dread because, at the moment, it is 
in pris9ne condi9on and I do not want to 
make a mess of it with mistakes and crossings 
out on any of its pages. 

As we enter a New Year, we find that it 
too is full of possibili9es with pris9ne pages 
yet to be wriben but, we also know that, by 
the 9me we reach its end, it is likely to be 
marred with mistakes which we have made 
and crossings out where we have tried to 
make amends. 

The Bible expresses God’s forgiveness 
for his people, forgiveness we have received 
through his Son, Jesus Christ, but, in return, it 
asks us to be generous and forgive others who 
may have wronged us. That is oren difficult 
enough but some9mes, it is ourselves whom 
we find most demanding to forgive and yet … 
we are the ones who are most likely to leave 
those blots and mistakes which cause us both 
pain and heartache. 

None of us are perfect, my wife even 
reminds me of that from 9me to 9me(!?), so, 
as we begin another year, and hopefully 
resolve to be kind to others, let’s remember 
to show that same kindness to ourselves. 
Errors and mistakes are bound to occur, arer 
all we are only human, but we also deserve 
peace of mind. Make amends for those 
mistakes and then forgive … yourself!

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaMent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  
November’s draw were 

 4 70 12 45 
and  the numbers in  

December’s draw were 
 18 20 3 21

A tradi9onal country pub offering home 
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales, 

quality wines, a warm welcome and 
fantas9c service. 

We can cater for all kinds of special 
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings, 
celebra9ons of life or weddings, with 

flexibility to accommodate par9es of all 
sizes, be it cosy and in9mate dinners in a 

private room, or larger par9es with buffets, 
privates spaces on our terrace or the en9re 

venue if required. 

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to 
see how we can make your day, event or 

occasion extra special. 
Sta9on Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ 

01928 740900 

www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk 
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

For a small community Ashton 
Hayes punches above its weight 
when it comes to the generosity 
of giving to those who have less 
than themselves. This was 
exemplified by the reac9on when 
Diane and I delivered the toys 
from the St John’s Toy Service to 
Save the Family at Cobon Hall. 
The staff members were moved to 
tears on seeing the car literally 
packed to the roof with dozens of 
beau9fully wrapped toys and 
girs. As they helped unload the 

car their excitement increased as they repeatedly said how much they were looking 
forward to seeing the children’s reac9on on Christmas day and how they were so 
grateful to the village who had made this possible. For Diane and I it was both a 
humbling and upliring experience as it reinforced the message that any giving, 
par9cularly to those less fortunate than us, has a rebound benefit on the giver that is 
las9ng. We s9ll remember that these families are some9mes in a dire posi9on but in a 
small way, through your girs, they realise that there are others out there who are 
thinking about them. So a big thank you to all of you who have given so generously. 

John Eldridge

On 11th December we 
h o s t e d a C h r i s t m a s 
craring event to give 
people an opportunity to 
co me to geth er an d t r y 
something new and crea9ve, 
whilst also offering the to chance for a 
chat with others. A large range of ages 
were catered for and some surprisingly 
budding crarers came out of the 
woodwork. The church was full of 
glorious trees, angels and robins. Special 
thanks to Tom for his drilling skills and 
Emily for her hot gun management (I bet 
those who missed it are curious now!). 
We hope to organise some similar events 
in the future to encourage more 
intergenera9onal crea9vity and 9me to 
get away from it all.  

Natalie Meara
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