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A View from the Vicarage 
“Ofsted inspec-on” is a phrase that 

can strike fear into the heart of any teacher. 
With min imal no-ce, government 
appointed inspectors examine paperwork, 
observe teaching and pronounce a verdict 
on a school’s performance - from 
“outstanding ” at one extreme to 
“inadequate” at the other.  

Many congratula-ons are due, 
therefore, to all the staff and pupils at 
Ashton Hayes Primary School on their 
recent good Ofsted report. At my own 
theological college in Liverpool we went through an Office for Students inspec-on in 
January, very similar in format to an Ofsted one. Its a nerve-racking experience to have 
your work scru-nised, your effort examined and your achievements assessed. We await 
the outcome with trepida-on… 

The Bible tells us that we will all one day have our performance assessed. We 
will all stand before our Creator, the conduct of our lives will be laid bare, and a verdict 
will be passed. Jesus warned that (like an Ofsted inspec-on) this day will come at very 
short no-ce, suddenly and unexpectedly, ‘like a thief in the night’ (MaT 24:43). 
Unaided, our prospects of a good verdict are slim – if we’re honest, our behaviour has 
been “inadequate” at one -me or another. But Chris-ans need not fear, because by 
faith in Jesus we can be certain of a posi-ve outcome from our divine inspec-on. The 
good news at the heart of the Chris-an Gospel is that Jesus’ perfect life can be credited 
to our account. Anyone who puts their faith in him immediately becomes blameless in 
God’s eyes. The reward of eternal life that he has earnt is applied to us, so that we 
might enjoy God’s love and blessing forever.  

So we need not tremble at the prospect of God’s ul-mate inspec-on of our 
lives. If we trust in Christ we can be supremely confident of an “outstanding” result!  

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

Notices 
‘Growing on the frontline’ course — during Lent two weekly groups at St. John’s 

will be following this new course produced by the London Ins-tute of Contemporary 
Chris-anity. Designed to help Chris-ans become more fruiaul and faithful in their daily 
lives, this course includes DVD clips, Bible studies and discussion. Please contact Phil 
Weston or Alan Dowen for further informa5on. 

Basic Life Support Training — This may be rather short no-ce for readers of N8P 
but Jane Colville is trying to ensure that anyone living locally and interested in being 
trained in basic life support is aware of a 1 hour session which  it is being planned. It will 
be held in the Parish Rooms on the 8th of February and will provide essen-al 
informa-on concerning what to do if you find someone who has collapsed and stopped 
breathing. This will include how to do 
c h e s t c o m p r e s s i o n s a n d u s e a 
defibrillator. 

Space is limited so, if you would like 
to aTend, contact Jane Colville by 
phoning her on 01829 752607 or e-mail 
her at janecolville1@gmail.com. 

Easter Is Coming! — if you are 
thinking of buying Easter Eggs for friends 
or family, why not look out for “The Real 
Easter Egg” which come with a 24 page 
booklet which explains the Easter story. 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Website:  www.ashtonhayes.church 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stjohnashton 

TwiGer:  @StJohnAshton

Church Services in February 
5th February:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-Age Service (CW) 
12th February: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW) 
19th February: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
26th February: 
 9.00am Ma-ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

Ash Wednesday Service 
 Do join us for a simple 

service of Holy 
Communion to mark 

the start of Lent, in Church 
 on Wednesday 22nd 
February, at 7.30pm.

St John’s 0-90’s Café 
 Our all-age café will be 
open to welcome you 
again on Thursday 16th 
February, from 2.30 to 
4.30pm. All are welcome 

to join us for free drinks, 
chat, play and cake!
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L&S Plumbing Ltd. 
Gas boiler servicing and 
landlord safety checks. 

Small plumbing repairs and 
installations. 

Friendly, reliable and local 
plumber. 

GAS SAFE 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian — 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping 
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.   
             John 13:34-35 

In just a few day’s -me I shall be 
aTending the General Synod of the Church of 
England and, unless you have been taking a 
vaca-on on another planet, you may have 
heard that one topic, that of same-sex 
rela-onships, has been causing all sorts of 
disagreements. A number of conflic-ng public 
statements have been made which raise the 
ques-on, “Is it possible to disagree but s-ll 
remain friends?” 

The command to love one another is 
probably the most famous of the sayings of 
Jesus. It is also probably the most difficult to 
put into prac-ce. Yet Jesus commands his 
disciples to love one another as a sign of 
God’s presence among them for those outside 
the church. But we have to confess that we 
have not always been very good at loving one 
another within the Church of England. We 
osen fight among ourselves, some-mes 
publicly, but disagreement and argument are 
not always a sign of the absence of love — 
they may be signs of love-in-progress, signs 
that we are trying to learn to love one another 
but finding it hard. 

The church is no different to any other 
family: there are osen conflicts in our own 
homes but that doesn’t necessarily mean that 
love is dead. Life, love and friendship are all 
intertwined but viewed posi-vely, the gis of 
life in a partnership or friendship is closely 
associated with a search for peace. So let’s 
not be so hard on one another, rather let’s 
strive for love, joy, peace, pa-ence, kindness, 
goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-
control as we seek to live our lives together.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaVent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  
December’s draw were 

 18  20    3 21 A tradi-onal country pub offering home 
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales, 

quality wines, a warm welcome and 
fantas-c service. 

We can cater for all kinds of special 
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings, 
celebra-ons of life or weddings, with 

flexibility to accommodate par-es of all 
sizes, be it cosy and in-mate dinners in a 

private room, or larger par-es with buffets, 
privates spaces on our terrace or the en-re 

venue if required. 
Celebrate with us and get in touch today to 

see how we can make your day, event or 
occasion extra special. 

Sta-on Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ 
01928 740900 

www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk 
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

Fully Qualified 

Mobile Hair 
Stylist
Julie 

Cuts, Colours, Highlights, Perms. 
Only the finest luxury products used. 

Friendly, reliable service in the 
comfort of your own home. 
Over 20 years experience. 

Church Steps and Handrails 

Chris and Alan Goodall write, “We are 
pleased to say that the church steps and 
handrails have now been completed and 
we would like to thank everyone who 
donated money towards this project. We 
are extremely delighted with the final 
outcome and hope that you will be too.” 

(In case you are wondering what has 
changed, the uneven steps have been 
replaced and, in addi5on to the urgently 
required repairs and renova5on, the 
height of the handrails has been increased 
in order to conform with current H&SE 
standards. Ed.)

Heating and Energy Costs 
 Everyone is aware that the 

price of energy for domes-c 
p r o p e r - e s h a s 
soared over the last 
twelve months, 
but what is true 
for our individual 
households is also true for our church. 

Our fixed-price energy contract 
came to an end in November and since 
then our cost for hea-ng the building has 
quadrulpled. Depending on the weather 
and the ambient temperature, hea-ng 
the church in prepara5on for our Sunday 
Services, or for private bookings, no-
maTer whether gatherings last for an 
hour or several hours, costs between £80 
and £120 and we are currently expec-ng 
an annual bill somewhere between 
£6-7,000. This is obviously a big drain on 
our finances but, as a church, we want to 
be generous and we want to welcome 
you to our building. 

For the -me being, we have decided 
not to increase our hire charges but, if 
our users are able to make an extra 
voluntary dona-on towards our hea-ng 
bills, we would be most grateful.
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