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A View from the Vicarage 
We’re running short of veg! 

Supplies of vegetables such as cucumbers 
and le9uce in the UK are low due to a 
combina=on of poor harvests and high 
energy prices. As a result, ra=oning has 
been put in place at several high street 
supermarkets. As we all know, vegetables 
are an important part of a healthy diet, so 
we hope the current shortage is soon 
reversed. Without our ‘5-a-day’, our bodies 
won’t be at their best. But what about our 
souls? What are the ingredients of a 
healthy spiritual diet? Chris=an writer Michael Horton has iden=fied some spiritual 
“Vitamin D’s” guaranteed to nourish our souls: 

• “Drama” – are we familiar with the historical events upon which the Chris=an 
faith rests, above all the life, death and resurrec=on of Jesus? One of the advantages 
of the Church calendar is that the celebra=ons of Christmas, Easter and Pentecost 
give us an annual opportunity to remind ourselves of these pivotal events in human 
history. 

•   “Devo=on” – are we cul=va=ng a close personal rela=onship with the Lord 
by Bible reading and prayer? Are we feeding our faith by par=cipa=ng in the life of 
the Church and by enjoying friendship with fellow believers? We are here at St. John’s 
to welcome you! 

•  “Discipleship” – are we seeking to be more godly in our words and deeds, in 
our daily ac=ons and aYtudes? Are we praying for the help of the Holy Spirit to 
become more and more like Christ? 

 So as well as ea=ng up our fruit and veg this Spring, why not pursue a healthier 
spiritual diet too? A great challenge to set ourselves in this season of Lent!  

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

In Memory 
Funerals were held at St. John’s last month for the late Howard Birtwistle (of Peel Hall 
Lane), George McNeil (of Peel Crescent), Grace Rimmer (formerly of Pentre Close) and 
Brenda Mar=n (of Old Hall Court). Our condolences go to all of their family members and 

friends.  

Notices 
St. John’s Graveyard – A guidance leaflet for bereaved rela=ves on the care and 

maintenance of graves is available in the church porch, and can also be viewed on our 
website: www.ashtonhayes.church/graveyard-guidance We par=cularly request that 
rela=ves do not prune or plant any trees in the graveyard without permission. Please 
contact our graveyard officers, Philip and Alan Goodall, with any ques=ons. 

‘Growing on the frontline’ course — Our Lent Course has started but that doesn’t 
mean that it is too late to join. There are two weekly groups at St. John’s following a new 
course designed by the London Ins=tute of Contemporary Chris=anity. It is intended to 
help Chris=ans become more fruiful and faithful in their daily lives, and it includes video 
clips, a short study of some biblical passages and discussion. Please contact Phil Weston 
or Alan Dowen for further informa<on. 

Hea;ng at St John’s — You will be pleased to know that the issues with the 
hea=ng at St John’s appear to have been solved. For the last few weeks the building has 
been much warmer and the control system has been reliable — and long may it 
con=nue!

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Website:  www.ashtonhayes.church 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stjohnashton 

TwiEer:  @StJohnAshton

Church Services in March 
5th March:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
12th March: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 19th March: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
26th March: 
 9.00am Ma=ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

St John’s 0-90’s Café 
 Our all-age café will be 
open to welcome you 
again on Thursday 16th 
March, from 2.30 to 
4.30pm. All are welcome 

to join us for free drinks, 
chat, play and cake!
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L&S Plumbing Ltd. 
Gas boiler servicing and 
landlord safety checks. 

Small plumbing repairs and 
installations. 

Friendly, reliable and local 
plumber. 

GAS SAFE 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian — 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping 
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

Bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you 
are one of them; for you are a Galilean.’ But 
he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I 
do not know this man you are talking about.’ 
At that moment the cock crowed for the 
second ;me.        Mark 14:70-72 

Failure is part of what it means to be 
human — all of us will experience it from =me 
to =me. Perhaps the worst thing is to think of 
ourselves as a “failure”. We ouen wear it as a 
garment which can’t be taken off, and to carry 
this self-imposed label feels so final. But that 
is how many of us respond when things go 
wrong, we leapfrog over “I have failed” and go 
straight to “I am a failure.” But does failure 
really mean that you have failed. 

I once worked with a mul=-disciplinary 
team of engineers and chemists on the design 
and construc=on of a new chemical plant. Our 
aim was to be the first company in the world 
to bring a new product to the market so speed 
was important. Our boss at the =me was 
forward thinking so, he gathered us together 
and told us that if we didn’t make mistakes en 
route, then we weren’t trying hard enough. 
He had confidence that, if things did go awry, 
we had the skills and capabili=es to put things 
right. Mistakes do not always translate into 
failure but the fear of failure can prevent us 
trying in the first place. 

Jesus told Peter that before the cock 
crowed twice he would deny him three =mes, 
and that is exactly what happened. Peter must 
have felt totally distraught but rather than 
being labelled a failure by Christ, he 
eventually elevated to become one of the 
great pillars of the Church. Was he a failure? 
Well, yes, and no but more importantly, he 
was forgiven, and loved, and defined by God 
just as we are so don’t give up.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

Pa;ent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  

January’s draw were 
 18 70   26 35 30

A tradi=onal country pub offering home 
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales, 

quality wines, a warm welcome and 
fantas=c service. 

We can cater for all kinds of special 
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings, 
celebra=ons of life or weddings, with 

flexibility to accommodate par=es of all 
sizes, be it cosy and in=mate dinners in a 

private room, or larger par=es with buffets, 
privates spaces on our terrace or the en=re 

venue if required. 

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to 
see how we can make your day, event or 

occasion extra special. 
Sta=on Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ 

01928 740900 

www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk 
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

Fully Qualified 

Mobile Hair Stylist 
Julie 

Cuts, Colours, Highlights, Perms. 
Only the finest luxury products used. 

Friendly, reliable service in the 
comfort of your own home. 
Over 20 years experience. 

T: 01928 725699  M: 07553 467023 
www.styling4u.co.uk

Special services and 
events during Lent and 

Easter at St.John’s 
✦ 10.30am, 19th March 

Mothering Sunday service 
A celebra=on of motherhood with 
posies and cake! 

✦ 10.30am, 2nd April 
 Palm Sunday all age service. 
Our annual distribu=on of palm 
crosses at the start of Holy Week. 

✦ 7.30pm, 6th April  
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion. 
A reenactment of the Last Supper as 
we look to the cross. 

✦ 10.00am, 7th April 
Good Friday ‘Walk of Witness’ 
Star=ng at St.Cuthbert’s and finishing 
at St. John’s for refreshments 
including Hot Cross Buns. 

✦ 2pm, 7th April  
Good Friday ‘Hour at the Cross’. 
An hour of prayer, reflec=on and 
music led by the choir as we spend 
=me together at the Foot of the Cross. 

✦ 2-4pm, Saturday 8th April  
Easter fun aaernoon. 
Join us in church for an auernoon of 
crauing and more for the whole 
family 

✦ 10.30am, 9th April  
Easter Sunday all age communion. 
A joyous celebra=on of Jesus’ 
resurrec=on.

Two Final Goodbyes 
Stephen Carter was the organist at 

St John’s for many years but he and his 
wife, Frances, eventually moved to 
Northumbria to be nearer to their family. 
He died on the 13th February at the age 
of 90. 

Anne9e Perkes may have been 
known to many as ‘the vicar’s wife’ but 
she was also WI President and a friend 
to many during her 13 years in the 
parish. Following a long illness she died 
on 9th February. 

Our thoughts are with their 
families and friends but we will all 
mourn their loss. May they both rest in 
peace may God bless them both.
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