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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome
Services in December

A View from the Vicarage

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

A few years ago Marks and Spencer ran an
adver4sing campaign in which various celebri4es
were asked to sum up Christmas in just three
words. Various sugges4ons included: “Ea4ng too
much”, “Filling a Stocking”, “Last Minute
Shopping” and “The Queen’s Speech”. Santa Claus’
sugges4on was of course “Ho, Ho, Ho!”
But for me the three words that best sum up
the meaning of Christmas are “Historical”,
“Challenging” and “Joyful”:
• Historical – because the ﬁrst Christmas
really happened. Thanks to the eyewitness
evidence supplied by the Gospel authors, we can locate the 4me and place of Jesus’
birth with some precision. Christmas is history, not myth or make-believe.
• Challenging – because Christmas confronts us with our need for a Saviour.
Jesus didn't just come to teach us, but also to save us. The baby born at Bethlehem
had come from Heaven on a rescue mission to remove our sin and rebuild our
rela4onship with God. Christmas challenges us to recognise our need for God’s
forgiveness and respond with repentance and faith.
• Joyful – because Christmas truly is good news for the world. The birth of God’s
Son shows us he is not aloof or disinterested in us. He has rolled up his sleeves and
entered our troubled world! He came to seek and save the lost, so that we might
become God’s forgiven friends forever.
So do join us for our services at St John’s this fes4ve season, as we celebrate
something historical, challenging - and truly joyful.
Happy Christmas!
Phil Weston

Contacts

Update on St John’s re-ordering project

2nd December:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Toy Service
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
9th December:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
& Sunday Club
16th December:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30pm Morning Worship (CW)
& Sunday Club
6.30pm Carol Service
23rd December:
9.00am Ma4ns (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
24th December: Christmas Eve
4.00pm Na4vity Service
11.00am Midnight Communion (CW)
25th December: Christmas Day
10.30am All-Age Service
followed by Holy Communion
30th December:
9.00am Ma4ns (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)

Vicar:
Phil Weston
Readers:
Alan Dowen
Philip Goodall
Churchwardens:
Lesley Groves
Alan Goodall

01829 752272
01829 751174
01829 752130
01928 740014
01829 752130

West Cheshire Foodbank Appeal
Why not try a reverse Advent
Calendar! Add a food item to a box for
each day of Advent this year and donate
them at the end in 4me for Christmas!
For more informa4on please check
h;p://bit.ly/ReverseAdvent2018
100 Club
The winning numbers in
October’s draw were
50 39 20 44

Regular readers may know we have exci4ng plans to re-order the interior of St
John’s, making it a more comfortable and ﬂexible space for both Chris4an ministry and
community use. These plans include the introduc4on of toilet and kitchen areas, plus a
new ﬂoor and sea4ng. We also intend to add an eﬃcient modern hea4ng system,
improved disabled access and audio-visual equipment. These plans were given formal
planning permission (known as ‘faculty approval’) in May and, subject to funding, we
hope to begin work during 2019.
Since this re-ordering will require removal of the exis4ng church pews and chapel
furniture, we would like to oﬀer these to members of the community who could make
good use of them. Suggested dona4ons are £50 per pew and £30 per chapel chair. We
also have two chapel stalls available for £50 and £75 respec4vely.
Please contact Barbara Craven (spyhill4@hotmail.com) to register your interest in
our pews or chapel furniture, or if you simply wish to make a dona4on towards our
fundraising for this project. Thank you for your support!

Children’s Sunday Club
We’re delighted to announce that from January our children’s Sunday Club at St.
John’s will be running every week, apart from during our all-age service on the ﬁrst
Sunday of the month. Children will join us in church for the start of our 10.30am
service, before heading over to the Village Hall for age-appropriate Bible-teaching,
games and crags. They will re-join their family in church before the end of the service,
to share what they have been learning. We look forward to welcoming you!
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Pause for Thought

by Alan Dowen
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Christmas at St John’s

Remembrance 2018

2nd December — 10.30 am
Toy Service - Our annual collec4on of
gigs in aid of the Children in the care of
Save the Family.

The Service of Remembrance was
par4cularly well atended this year as we
met together to mark the 100th anniversary
of the Armis4ce, to pray for world peace and

W HISTLES
HAIR & BEAUTY STATION

Customer care is our priority
Tel: 01928 740747

20th December — 5.00 pm
NaWvity Trail - Star4ng at the community
21st December — 6.30 pm
Carol Singing - join us outside the
Community Shop for an evening of carol
singing around the village. All money
collected will be donated to the Hospice of
the Good Shepherd.

Christmas Eve — 4.00 pm
NaWvity Service - A Christmas service for

to lay wreaths at the War Memorial in
honour of all who had died during the
hos4li4es of both world wars.

young and old — but mainly the young.

Christmas Eve — 11.00 pm
Midnight Communion - A popular
service some4mes referred to as
‘Midnight Mass’ — the real start of
Christmas. Join us as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus.

Christmas Day — 10.30 am
All-Age Service - An all-age service
The agernoon was rounded oﬀ with
agernoon tea and entertainment in the
village hall organised by individuals from the
parish. Thanks to everyone involved £475
was raised for the Bri4sh Legion Poppy
Appeal. Let’s hope that we never forget!

followed by a shortened communion
service for those who wish to stay

6th January — 10.30 am
All-Age Service - A celebra4on of
Epiphany and the arrival of the Wise Men
from the East.

Ashton Driving School
Andy Waring Driving Instructor

Mini Cooper Diesel
Dual Controlled Vehicle
Block Booking Discount
PaWent & Friendly Instructor
Text or Call Andy: 07970080686

www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool
L&S Plumbing Ltd..
General Plumbing
and Heating Work
GAS SAFE/CORGI
Registered No. 213295
Tel: Ian 01829 759331
Mobile: 07793 752324

For an appointment

Old Ticket Office, Mouldsworth
Station Road, Mouldsworth CH3 8AJ

retold in words and music with our choir
in full voice.

shop, follow the trail around the village to
discover the Na4vity Characters.

The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid! I
am here with good news for you, which
will bring great joy to all people.” Luke 2:10
Fear is a natural human ins4nct and
when the shepherds saw the angel they
naturally didn’t know whether to run or
simply die on the spot. But the angel tried
to comfort them with the words “Don’t be
afraid!” before revealing the greatest news
the shepherds had ever heard.
The Jewish people had waited for
many years for this event but when it was
ﬁnally announced it wasn’t to the “Good
and the Great” but to humble shepherds
going about their daily tasks on the hillside
outside Bethlehem. The astonishing end to
this part of the Na4vity Story is that the
Shepherds leg their ﬂocks (eﬀec4vely
risking their livelihoods) whilst they went
to look for a baby in a stable!
That is the Good News — Jesus
comes to all, including the plain and
ordinary. You don’t need qualiﬁca4ons or
to be holding a posi4on of power: he
reaches out to anyone who has a heart
humble enough to accept him. It is a story
that has lasted through two millennia and
inspired many ar4sts, composers and
philosophers … and what was true then is
s4ll true today. The birth of Jesus is for
everyone — young, old, rich or poor, you
and me. All we need to do is believe.
As for the shepherds, they found the
baby, they gave praise to God and went oﬀ
to tell everyone else what they had seen
and heard … and everyone who heard
them was amazed! Happy Christmas!

16th December — 6.30 pm
Carol Service - The Christmas Story

St John’s Website
www.ashtonhayes.church

Ashton Hayes Building &
Landscaping
For all your building and landscaping work. small or
large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing,
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,
extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio available
Please contact Matt on:
07749 451526 or 01829 752017

