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A View from the Vicarage 

The past month has provided a crash course in 
Interna3onal Rela3ons. We’ve seen countries compete at 
the Rugby World Cup, the UK and EU nego3ate the next 
steps in Brexit and, tragically, witnessed Turks and Kurds 
at war in Syria. 

Of course, rivalry, compe33on and conflict between 
na3ons is nothing new. For centuries different countries, 
cultures and ethnic groups have viewed each other with 
varying degrees of curiosity or hos3lity. Global 
ins3tu3ons such as the United Na3ons and the 
Commonwealth have had mixed success in promo3ng 
peace and reconcilia3on. 

In contrast, the book of Revela3on in the Bible presents a beau3ful vision of 
people in harmony, “a great mul3tude that no one could count, from every na3on, 
tribe, people and language” (Rev 7:9). This portrait of Heaven provides a glimpse of 
God’s plans for mankind. He intends to gather a mul3na3onal people for himself, 
united through faith in Jesus Christ. 

The Chris3an Church is far from perfect, but we see in its membership the seeds 
of this future ‘united na3ons’. Already it includes billions of believers from every na3on 
and it is present on every con3nent on Earth. With God’s help, the Church’s mission is 
to make the mul3cultural vision of Revela3on a reality. Our goal is grow God’s family 
here in Ashton Hayes, Mouldsworth and beyond - so do join us! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

News 

• The First Chapters of Everything! — During October and November our Sunday 
morning Bible teaching (and our children’s Sunday Club ac3vi3es) will be based on 
the beginning of Genesis. These first chapters of the Bible were wriaen to answer 
life’s biggest ques3ons — Who are we and why are we here?  Why  is  life both  
beau3ful and tragic? Where is real hope? What is God like? Do join us this Autumn 
as we examine the answers Genesis gives! 

• Calling all ‘Advent Adventurers’! — On Wednesday 6th November St. John’s will 
be launching a new aeer-school club at Ashton Hayes Primary School. This six 
week ‘Advent Adventure’ for primary-aged children will include Bible stories, 
craes, games and music. Each session will be from 3.15 to 4.15pm. Please speak to 
Margaret Papworth for further details or simply enrol your child via the school. 

• All Age Service for Bap>sm families — As usual, our all age service at 10.30am on 
Sunday 3rd November   will   be   suitable  for  families  and  children.  This  month   
we   especially encourage parents and godparents of children bap3sed at St. John’s 
to join us for the occasion, as we celebrate God’s gie of family life.  

• Journey into Light Exhibi>on — This exhibi3on of artwork, produced by prisoners and sponsored by the Criminal Jus3ce Group 
supported by the Commiaee for Social Responsibility of Chester Diocese, was launched in the Cathedral in October 2018. Since 
then it has been travelling to different churches around the diocese and has received glowing reviews wherever it has been. The 
tour is now coming to an end but there will be a final chance to see it at St Mark’s Church Lache-Cum-Saltney (St Mark's Road, 
Saltney, Chester, CH4 8DE) from 15th-18th November. Why not pop in and see for yourself? 

• The Real Advent Calendar — It’s difficult to believe but knowledge of the Christmas story is fading. 
51% of people now say that the birth of Jesus is irrelevant and unless we ac3vely share the Christmas 
story, he will con3nue to be wriaen out of it. Let’s put him back by sharing the the story of his birth so 
it’s heard and loved. The Real Advent Calendar is a fun way for parents, grandparents and Godparents 
to share the his story. The calendar comes with a free 24-page Christmas story ac3vity book designed 
to be used every day in Advent. It is available from The Real Advent Calendar’s on-line shop, larger 
Tesco stores and other select retailers. 

• Cards for Good Causes Charity Christmas Card Shop — The shop, which sells cards for more than 30 
na3onal chari3es, opens on 29th October in the Tarporley Bap3st and Methodist Church.  It will be 
open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm from 29th October to 30th November. Go and see what’s on offer! 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Services in November 

 3rd November: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
10th November: Remembrance Sunday 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.45am Service of Remembrance 
    & Sunday Club 
17th November: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 4.00pm Village Praise 
24th November: 
 9.00am Ma3ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
1st December:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Toy Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 

Vicar:  
Phil Weston     01829 752272  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752130

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  

July’s draw were 
48 38 22 58 50
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• Thank  you for your  
Harvest Donations 

A special thank you to the Primary School, 
the Nursery and all of our parishioners for 
providing dona3ons of food for our Harvest 
Fes3val. 

Save the Family writes: 
On behalf of Save the Family, thank you 

all very much indeed for the dona3on of 
Harvest Food for homeless families, it is 
very much appreciated. 

At this 3me of year we are so grateful to 
churches, schools and businesses for their 
contribu3ons of food which enables us to 
replenish our food cupboards for the next 
few months. 

Save the Family relies en3rely on 
dona3ons of gies from individuals and 
organisa3ons. Your ongoing support 
enables us to help our families with 
budge3ng, paren3ng skills, basic cookery 
skills and job training so that they can move 
back into the community with greater 
confidence. 

Also following our Harvest service, we were 
able to send a further 94.5kg of produce to 
the West Cheshire Food Bank.

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

He will judge between the na>ons and will 
seVle disputes for many peoples. They will 
beat their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Na>on will 
not take up sword against na>on, nor will 
they train for war anymore.  Isaiah 2:4 

The First World War was supposed to 
be the war to end all wars but sadly, that was 
not to be. Just two decades aeer WW1 had 
ended, Germany invaded Poland and the fuse 
was lit once more — and ever since 1945 the 
world has never really been at peace. 
Pales3ne, Korea, Vietnam, The Falkland 
Islands, Iraq not to men3on the conflict and 
terrorism much closer to home: if Isaiah’s 
words are true, has God given up on us or 
has he broken his promise? 

Our Chris3an belief is that God never 
fails, he is constant and trustworthy, so we 
must look for other causes — and we don’t 
have to look very far! 

We human beings have the free will to 
do as we please but we are too territorial, 
too touchy, too grumpy and we seem to have 
incredibly short fuses. Wars and conflict are 
not caused by God’s disinterest but by our 
own failings, including misunderstandings 
and  our unwillingness to help, share and 
forgive. We prefer to gloat over our wealth 
and brag about the power of our weapons — 
and live in constant fear of aaack. But no war 
has been won using weapons — they always 
end when we have the courage to sit at a 
table with our ‘enemies’ to talk. 

And so our constant prayer must echo 
the words of the anthem which will be sung 
in church at our Remembrance Service. 

Peace between na7ons, 
peace between races, 

peace between neighbours 
in love of the King of Life. 

St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

HISTLEW SHAIR & BEAUTY STATION

Customer care is our priority

Tel:  01928 740747
For an appointment

Old Ticket Office, Mouldsworth 
Station Road, Mouldsworth  CH3 8AJ

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping
For all your building and landscaping work. small or 

large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio available 

Please contact Matt on: 
07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

Pa>ent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Service of  
Remembrance 

Sunday 10th November 
at 10.45 am

A service in which we will remember 
the people from this parish and 
beyond who sacrificed their own 
lives in the cause of a las3ng peace 
and in which we will offer our own  
prayers for peace in the world in 
which we now live. 

    Sunday Club in the  
        Village Hall from 

10.30 am

If you would like to take part in 
our annual appeal to provide gies for 
the children in the care of Save the 
Family this Christmas, please take a 
label from the tree in the church or 
from the village shop. Buy your gie 
and wrap it, aaach the label to it (add 
your own message if you want to) and 
return it to the shop … or beaer s3ll 
bring it along yourself to our All-Age 
Toy Service which will be held in 
church on 1st December at 10.30 am. 

If you take a label please do 
remember to return it 
with your giD aEached.
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