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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Services in May

Following updated Government advice, all
public acts of worship in the Church of
England have been suspended until
further notice. We will therefore not be
holding our normal services on Sundays.
However, we are continuing to stream a
short service each Sunday at 10.30am on
our Facebook page at:

www.facebook.com/stjohnashton/

If in the meantime you need pastoral
support for any reason, please do not
hesitate to contact us on one if the
telephone numbers listed below and we
will do our very best to assist.

"Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

(Phil 4:6-7)

Contacts
Vicar:

Phil Weston 01829 752272
Readers:

Alan Dowen 01829 751174

Philip Goodall 01829 752130
Pastoral Worker:

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
Churchwardens:

Hilary Clegg 01829 458453

Alan Goodall 01829 752130

StJohn’s 100 Club Draw

Our 100 club has been running for 10 years
and to date it has always been drawn
monthly. Annual subscriptions are paid
mostly in March and September. The
winning numbers are drawn on the last
weekend in the month after Sunday
Morning Worship but this is no longer
possible during social isolation. As there
are also several subscriptions due that
can’t be collected it has been agreed that
further draws are suspended until the
Sunday Morning Worship services are
resumed. Apologies to those who look
forward to the monthly draw but they will
start again when the restrictions are lifted.
All current members will then receive an
individual update on payment. Thank you
for your support. Margaret Papworth

A View from the Vicarage

As | write this, we’re entering our second
month of national lockdown. The coronavirus
pandemic has almost brought our society to a
standstill. \

Almost, but not quite. Because many are !
still working hard to ensure our essential needs
are met. Shops and supermarkets, for instance, are
still selling the vital food and drink we all need to stay
alive. A huge “Thank you” to everyone at our own
village shop for their outstanding service to us all at this time — we are so grateful.

Meanwhile, our Thursday evening “Clap for carers” has provided a weekly
opportunity to express our gratitude to another group of key workers during the current
crisis. We owe our thanks to staff in the NHS, nursing homes and elsewhere who are on
the front-line against COVID-19. They are protecting and preserving life each and every
day.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus uses the metaphor of food and drink to explain how
essential he is to human life. After his famous feeding of the five thousand, Jesus said: “/
am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes
in me will never be thirsty. For everyone who believes in me shall have eternal life” (Jn
6:35,40). Even today, listening to Jesus’ words in the Bible can nourish us with God’s
presence and guidance right here and now. As he put it; “My words are full of the Spirit
and of life” (Jn 6:63).

So at this time of affliction and anxiety, at this time when the whole world is low
on hope, Jesus offers the essential nourishment we all need. He invites us to trust in
him, for he is the ultimate key worker - with capacity to care for us all.

God bless,
Phil Weston

e Food Bank — Margaret Garman is still taking food up to the Food Bank collection

centre (in fact quite a lot more than usual) and if people would like to donate items
there is a box in the village shop. Some people may prefer to take items directly to
Margaret at the moment and that is also fine - please text or phone (07792 678144)
her to say you are leaving it outside her front door.

e Christian Aid Week — Christian Aid week this year is from May 10th - 16th.

Obviously there won't be a door-to-door collection this year but the week is still
happening and that you are invited can donate online to support this worthwhile
charity: www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

¢  The Building Project — Construction work has been suspended over the past month

due to the coronavirus lockdown, but we are hopeful that will resume quickly once
current restrictions begin to be relaxed. In other good news, we have just been
awarded a grant of £25,000 towards the cost of new chairs and other items of
furniture that will be needed in our re-ordered building. We are continuing to seek
further funding to enable the project to be completed in its entirety, so If you would
like to support us, please make your donation payable to “Ashton Hayes PCC” and
post it to our Treasurer, Mr. Keith Morley at 37 Peel Crescent, Ashton Hayes, CH3
8DA. Thank you for your help!

e A Biblical Building Project! — During May our Sunday sermon series at St. John’s

will be looking at the book of Nehemiah in the Old Testament. Recounting historical
events from around 440 BC, Nehemiah describes how one faithful man overcame
opposition and hardship to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and rejuvenate its people.
He provides a powerful model of faith and perseverance to encourage and guide us
at this difficult time. These talks will be broadcast on our Facebook page each
Sunday at 10.30am and also available on the sermons page of our website.
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HEBREWS 13:8

‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and
for ever’ Hebrews 13:8

This short verse is found in one of the
letters written to the early church, but its
message has a wider application. Like the
beauty of an Azalea or Camellia which is the
same whether grown in Kew Garden or our
own back garden.

There have been outstanding changes
during my lifetime in the fields of
communication, space, travel and medicine to
mention just a few, all as a result of human
discovery. But the story of the Nativity tells of
wise men coming from the East seeking the
King of the Jews and then, when Jesus Christ
was crucified, written above his cross, were
the words ‘This is the king of the Jews’. The
Majesty of Christ never changes. He rules in
the hearts and minds of his followers who, like
the wise men, come to worship and bring to
him their gifts.

There is Magnetism about Jesus. During
his earthly ministry the people were amazed
at his teaching, which was unlike that of any
of their religious leaders. His teaching still has
that magnetism today for those who listen.

There is a Mystery about his nature: the
early church could only conclude that he was
fully divine and fully human, 'two natures in
one person'. A mystery unchanged with time.

A verse from a Welsh hymn says — In
the morning, we lean on our parents and lose
them in the afternoon; Then we lean again on
our friends and lose them quite soon; Lean on
ease ... and that becomes shaky, and we soon
learn that the world has changed; Lean on
Jesus ... here is strength that meets all our
needs. (Sung to the tune 'None but Jesus’.)

Yes, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and forever.
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Peter Rowe of Pentre Close passed
away at the end of March, and his
funeral took place on 8th April at Vale
Royal crematorium. Our condolences go
to his wife Jan and his children Andrew,
Tom and Kate. Peter's ashes have now
been buried in our graveyard.

Our thoughts are also with Rev. Susan
Banks, Vicar of Kelsall, following the sad
passing of her husband Allan last
month.

May God bless you with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths,
and superficial relationships,

so that you may live
deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger
at injustice, oppression,
and exploitation of people,
so that you may work for justice,
freedom and peace.

May God bless you with tears
to shed for those who suffer pain,
rejection, hunger and war,
so that you may reach out your hand
to comfort them
and turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless you

with enough foolishness
to believe that you can make

a difference in the world,

so that you can do what
others claim cannot be done
to bring justice and kindness

to all our children and the poor.
with thanks to Adele Owen.

Even without the internet there is no
reason to feel disconnected.

Call 0800 804 8044 each day to listen
to ‘Daily Hope’ — hymns, reflections
and prayers. line
recognises the impact of social
distancing restrictions and self-isolation
measures on those suffering from
loneliness.

It’s free and the

L&S Plumbing Ltd..
General Plumbing
and Heating Work

GAS SAFE/CORGI
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Tel: lan 01829 759331
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St John’s Website

www.ashtonhayes.church

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ASHTON HAYES

We're here to help residents of
Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth
during the coronavirus outbreak.

Do you need someone to talk to,
or someone to pray for you?

Please call one of the following numbers
during daytime hours and we’ll put you in
touch with someone who can offer support.

01829 759086
or

01928 740014

You can also contact us via email:
contact@ashtonhayes.church

You do not have to be alone.

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Diocese of Chester

Bishop Keith is encouraging everyone to join
together as a diocese every Sunday at 8pm
by placing a lit candle in your window and
praying for the diocese and our nation.

Future Editions of
News from the Pews

The Coronavirus precautions mean that we
are unable to make our normal door to door
NftP deliveries but it can be delivered
electronically so please share the news and
contact us at nftp@ashtonhayes.church to
be added to our mailing list.
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