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November 2020

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

While Coronavirus measures are still
in place, we must continue to observe
social distancing within the building. This
means that the size of the congregation at
each service will be limited to
approximately 30 people.

Chairs will be set out to enable
social distancing although family groups
will obviously be allowed to sit together.
We further request that all attendees
sanitise their hands on entry using the gel
provided and wear face coverings whilst in
the building. In addition a register will be
kept of those who attend for the purposes
of “Track and Trace” should the need
arise. Please help us to keep you safe.

Our 10.30am services will continue
to be streamed live on Facebook.

1st November:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All-Age Service (CW)
8th November:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.50am Act of Remembrance
15th November:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
22nd November:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
29th November:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
Readers:
Alan Dowen 01829 751174
Philip Goodall 01829 752130

Pastoral Worker:

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
Churchwardens:

Hilary Clegg 01829 458453

Alan Goodall 01829 752130

Thank you!

Chris Dytor and Alan Goodall would like to
thank everyone who sent cards and best
wishes following the announcement of
their engagement in September. They were
overwhelmed by your kindness.

A View from the Vicarage

2020 hasn’t been a good year
for freedom, has it? During the course
of this year our personal liberties have
been curtailed in various ways to try
and contain the coronavirus. A year
ago who would have envisaged things
like compulsory face masks, travel
restrictions and confinement to our
homes for weeks on end?

Whatever our opinion of these
measures, whether we consider them
a proportionate response to the
pandemic or not, these limitations on
our liberty should certainly prompt pause for thought. Freedom is a precious
commodity, something never to be taken for granted, something we’ll all have a new
appreciation for when life returns to normal.

This month we remember those brave men and women who defended our
nation’s liberty in two world wars. Soldiers, sailors and aircrew who, at huge personal
cost, fought to protect and preserve our country’s freedom. As we wear our poppies,
lay wreaths and stand in silence, we will give thanks to God for the great sacrifices those
servicemen and women made on our behalf.

The Bible speaks of another sacrifice made for the sake of freedom. By his death
and resurrection, “Christ has set us free” it says (Gal 5:1). Jesus offers us freedom from
guilt, liberation from any idea that we need to earn God’s love, and release from the
fear of death. Be in no doubt that the freedom Jesus offers is the most precious of all - a
liberty that can never be locked down, a freedom we can all receive through faith in
him.

God bless,
Phil Weston

e Harvest Thanksgiving — A huge thank you to everyone who donated so generously
to the harvest collection for the West Cheshire Foodbank. 145 kilos of food were
given - an amazing effort! It is important to point out that users of the Foodbank
have all been referred by care professionals such as health visitors, schools or social
workers so are recognised as being in extreme need. Use of the Foodbank has
increased by about 60% since the start of the Covid crisis and it is expected to go
up again as the furlough scheme comes to an end or is reduced, so please continue
with your donations of non-perishable foods or basic toiletries. There are collection
points in church, behind the counter in the shop and in the porch of Brook House,
Gongar Lane

e Gift Day — Following the appeal which went out with last month’s News from the
Pews our Annual Gift Day raised a magnificent £7000. This money will go towards
the expense of running our church in the coming year. However, if you are willing to
continue to help us further in these strange times we have a Donations Page set up
with “Give a Little” which can be accessed from our website, our Facebook page or
directly by using the link https://bit.ly/Donate2Stlohns Thank you!

e Bible Study — Our next study will start on 2nd November at 8pm via Zoom. If you
would like more information, or to register your interest, please drop an e-mail to
alan@ashtonhayes.church.

This study will last for 7 consecutive weeks in the run up to Christmas. During the
first six weeks we shall be considering the question, “Who is Jesus?” through the
eye of St Mark with topics such as ‘Portraits of Jesus’, ‘The Kingdom Parables’, ‘Fear
and Faith’, ‘Violating Tradition’ and “Who do you say | am?’

In our final (seventh) week we shall have a look at the Christmas message itself.
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is planning a distanced from all other attendees apart
‘Nativity Trail’ from those in your own family or
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get it but, for sure, God doesn't mind you
asking. The main thing is to build up that
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which follows on naturally from persistent

100 Club rest in our church yard. Our thought’s
and prayers are with her husband, Tom,
her children, Jamie and Jennifer, their
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