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A View from the Vicarage

“On your marks, get set, go!” 

As I write, the Tokyo Olympics are 

(COVID-permitting) about to get 
underway. Many of us are looking 
forward to an exciting fortnight of sport 
– hopefully including plenty of success for 
Team GB!  The highlight of the Olympics, for 
many people, are the athletic events in the 
Olympic stadium. Many of us enjoy watching 
sprinters, hurdlers and distance runners compete in races to secure a precious gold 
medal for themselves and their country. 


The New Testament repeatedly compares following Jesus to running a race. To a 
long race, like a marathon or 10,000 metre final, rather than a short sprint. We all have 
different circumstances and challenges to face in our lives. But Christians have certain 
common goals to aim for, a common ‘race to run’ until our dying day. In particular, we 
have a responsibility to persevere in faith, hope and love, and a joyful obligation to 
serve and worship God until our race in this life is run.


Sadly, coronavirus restrictions mean that there will be no spectators in the 
Olympic stadium in Tokyo to cheer on the competitors. But the Bible wants Christians to 
be encouraged by the knowledge that a great “cloud of witnesses” are cheering us on 
from Heaven! (Hebrews 12:1) It says that men and women of previous generations who 
have put their faith in Jesus and completed their earthly race are encouraging us to 
keep going until we too cross the finish line. Their encouragement and example should 
spur us on in doing good deeds and sharing our faith.


Above all, the Christian race is worth running because the prize at its end is so 
worthwhile. Followers of Christ can look forward to life eternal, peace with God, 
glorified bodies and unending joy in the world to come. A prize more precious than any 
earthly thing - even an Olympic gold medal!


God bless,

Phil Weston


Congratulations

Congratulations to three couples married at St. John’s during July, including Laura 

Salisbury Jones and William Clowes (on 2nd July), Debbie Kilgallon and Edward Lennie 
(on 10th July), and Janet Davies and Joseph Mitchell (on 17th July). We wish them every 
happiness for the future.


News

• New chairs! — On 15th July we were delighted to take delivery of our new church 

chairs, the last major component of our re-ordering project. Supplied by Alpha 
Furniture, our new chairs are lightweight, comfortable and covered with an 
attractive burgundy-coloured fabric. Do come and try them out for yourself!


• More Changes Afoot — Having tackled the main re-ordering project our attention 
has now turned safety with repairs to the main church steps and increasing the 
height of the handrails. More detail will be available soon. 


• Covid Restrictions — since 19th July all COVID-related laws have been lifted on 
places of worship. However, at St. John’s we will continue to ask attendees at our 
services to register on arrival for NHS Test and Trace, and congregation members 
are welcome to continue wearing a 
face covering if they wish to do so. 
Weather-permitting, refreshments 
following our 10.30am Sunday 
services will also remain outside for 
the rest of the Summer.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in August

Our Sunday services are now being 

held in church but the 10.30 service will 
continue to be live streamed on our 
Facebook page. Join us here:


www.facebook.com/stjohnashton/


Services in August


1st August: 

	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

	 10.30am All Age Service (CW) 
	 6.30pm Evensong (CW)

8th August: 
	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

	 10.30am Morning Worship (CW)

15th August: 
	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

	 10.30am Morning Worship (CW)

22nd August: 
	 9.00am Matins (BCP) 
	 10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

29th August: 
	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

	 10.30am Morning Worship (CW)	 


BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)


Contacts

Vicar: 


Phil Weston	 		 	 	 01829 752272

vicar@ashtonhayes.church	 


Readers:

Alan Dowen  	 		 	 	 01829 751174


alan@ashtonhayes.church

Philip Goodall  		 	 	 01829 752130


philip@ashtonhayes.church

Pastoral Worker:


Margaret Papworth  	 01829 759086

margaret@ashtonhayes.church


Churchwardens:

Hilary Clegg	 		 	 	 01829 458453

Alan Goodall	 	 	 	 	 01829 752658

A Prayer

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress.

Sustain and support  
the anxious and fearful,

and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can 

separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.   Amen.

100 Club

The winning numbers in  

June’s draw were

 72	 43	 52	 25	 51
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Could you be a school 
governor?


 From September, the school 
will have two vacancies on the 
Governing Body.  If you are 
interested in making a real 
difference to our village school, 
have some spare time, and the 
willingness to be involved, please 
do get in touch.  We would be 
delighted to hear from you.


Governors do not need to be 
experts in the field of education.  
We are a small group of volunteers 
from various backgrounds, with 
wide ranging skills, who share a 
common interest in wanting the 
best education for all of the 
children.  If there is anyone 
reading this who has a legal 
background, they would be 
particularly welcome!  With all our 
parent governor spaces full at the 
current time, we are sadly unable 
to consider applications from 
those with children currently 
attending the school.


If you would like to find out 
more please contact Sharon Varey. 


smvarey@ashtonhayes.cheshire.sch.uk 

St John’s Website


www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd..

General Plumbing

and Heating Work


GAS SAFE/CORGI

Registered No. 213295


Tel:  Ian 01829 759331

Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping


For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen


Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing,

re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations.

Natural Stone Specialist.


Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:


07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen


So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us 
speak the truth to our neighbours, for we are 
members of one another. Be angry but do 
not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, and do not make room for the devil. 
Ephesians 4:25-27


I hope that I am not the only one to 
have noticed (I can’t be surely?) but this 
community is a fantastic place to live. It’s a 
place where people look out for each other 
and are willing to go the extra mile for their 
neighbours, if that’s what it takes … but that 
doesn’t mean that people do not fall out from 
time to time or never become angry with each 
other! Sometimes we all fall out, it is part of 
our human nature, but forgiveness is the key.


In the Gospel of St Matthew, Peter came 
to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times 
shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins 
against me? Up to seven times?’


Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven 
times, but seventy-seven times’ — in other 
words, keep on forgiving ‘until you have lost 
count.’ And, in Paul’s letter to the church in 
Ephesus, he reminds the people who lived 
there that forgiveness is not only important, it 
is urgent!


‘Do not let the sun go down on your anger.’


You may already have noticed that if you 
try to sleep whilst an unresolved hurt or 
wrong remains in your head, the issue gets 
replayed over and over and sleep becomes all 
but impossible. How much better is it then to 
forgive or even to say ‘sorry’ so that the 
problem can be laid to rest?


Apart from disturbed sleep, why is this 
so important? Well again, Paul reminds us  
that ‘we are members of one another.’ We are 
neighbours, friends, acquaintances and 
people who speak to each other on the street 
… we are part of one community. If just a few 
individuals are at war with each other, 
everyone suffers in one way or another.


Feelings of anger and frustration are 
normal parts of life: the more difficult bit is 
being able to lay those feeling to one side for 
your own good, for the good of your 
relationships with others, and for the good of 
the community as a whole. Take care.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor


Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

Pa7ent & Friendly Instructor


Text or Call Andy: 07970080686

www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

St John’s “Open House Afternoon”

Thank you to everyone 
who joined us for our 
Open House event last 
month. On a sweltering 
afternoon nearly two 
hundred people passed 
through our doors and 
e n j oye d c h i l d re n ’s 
crafts, creche facilities, 
computer games … and 
c a k e ! W e w e r e 
delighted to receive so 
m a n y p o s i ti v e 
comments about our 
re-ordered building.

Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing

 Have you ever felt overwhelmed, as if 

you are spinning plates and dropping them? If 
we are honest most of us have at some point 
in our lives – you are not alone. Kintsugi Hope 
is a charity, committed to people's wellbeing - 
physical, emotional, mental and spiritual. 
They work with communities through local 
churches with an attitude of humility – not to 
judge, fix or rescue, but to come alongside 
and love one another. 


Kintsugi is the Japanese art of mending 
broken crockery with gold to make it more 
beautiful than it was before it was broken. All 
of us have cracks and broken pieces, but 
instead of hiding them, we can learn from 
them. We can discover treasure in our scars 
and we can learn from each other.


As a partner church to Kintsugi Hope, St 
John’s want to see a world where mental and 
emotional health is understood and accepted 
and I am looking forward to holding our first 
Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing course in the 
Autumn in our welcoming, reordered church. 
The course will run over twelve sessions and is 
designed to support emotional and mental 
wellbeing exploring topics including honesty, 
anxiety, confidence, and self-worth. If you are 
interested to find out more contact me: text 
07803242783 or e-mail:


margaretpapworth@icloud.com.
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