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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

The national guidance regarding the
wearing of masks has changed. However,
as the number of cases of the Omicron
variant in our area remains high,
members of our congregation may still
like to wear them for the comfort and
safety of others even though mask
wearing is no longer mandatory. Please
see our website for further updates.

https://ashtonhayes.church

2nd March: Ash Wednesday
7.30pm Holy Communion (CW)
6th March:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All-age Service (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (CW)
13th March:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
& Sunday Club
20th March:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
& Youth Club
27th March: Mothering Sunday
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Readers:

Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Philip Goodall 01829 752130

philip@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church

Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg 01829 458453
Alan Goodall 01829 752658
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029

bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

Have you played “Wordle” vyet?
Wordle is a simple yet addictive word game
that has become an online craze over the
last couple of months. Players have six
attempts to guess a five-letter word, with
feedback given for each guess in the form of
coloured tiles indicating when letters match
or occupy the correct position. Wordle has a
single daily solution, with all players
attempting to guess the same five-letter
word.

Wordle was invented by Josh Wardle
and released in October 2021, but last
month it was bought by The New York Times for a seven-figure sum, and it is now
available to play on their website. You can even share your scores on social media.

It’s remarkable how many of the essential truths of the Christian faith have five
letters. It would make a good source for a Wordle game! For example, the BIBLE tells us
that God’s son JESUS came to EARTH, and by DYING on a CROSS took away the sins of
the WORLD. He did this because he LOVES us! Christ has now RISEN from the GRAVE,
and offers his GRACE and MERCY to everyone who puts their TRUST in him.

The greatest story ever told is full of five-letter words. But unlike Wordle, the
message of the Gospel has been popular for two millennia rather than just two months.
It offers eternal life rather than just temporary entertainment. And, thank God, it’s

available free to all by FAITH!

God bless,
Phil Weston

e Easter Eggs — It may seem a little early
to talk about Easter but it is now only 6
weeks away and we shall again be
collecting donations of Easter Eggs for the
children in the care of Save the Family. If
you would like to help there is plenty of
time to buy an egg (or eggs!) which can
then be dropped off at the Community
Shop or brought along to church for the
morning service on 10th April (Palm
Sunday.)

e A Passion for Christ — Our series of
Bible Studies for Lent will begin on
Monday, 7th March at 8pm. The studies
take place in the comfort of your own
home via Zoom so if you would like to join
us for this series of 6 weekly sessions
please e-mail alan@ashtonhayes.church
for the joining instructions and the study
notes.

e Church Heating — You may have heard
that there have been a number of
incidents recently where the church
heating has failed and the building has
been rather cold. We have already taken
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Sunday, 3rd April
at 4.00 pm
During this special service we shall be
remembering those people whom we
have loved and lost and lighting a candle
in their memory.
Beautiful memories
silently kept
of those that we loved
and will never forget.

corrective action and a company of specialist heating engineers is assessing the
ongoing situation. We are planning to finish this work as soon as we possibly can.
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Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

Matthew 4:1

We know very little about the life of
Jesus as a child: Matthew tells us that he and
his family went to Egypt for a while to escape
the wrath of Herod; Luke says that when he
was 12 years old he preached in the Temple
and everyone was amazed at his
understanding and his answers, but apart
from that we know very little.

It was when Jesus was about 30 years
old that he re-emerged to prepare for his
public ministry. First he was baptised by John
the Baptist in the River Jordan and
immediately he was ‘led by the Spirit into the
wilderness.” The texts say that he went there
to be tempted but | have a feeling that he
may initially have gone there to pray.

He needed direction, he needed to ‘be
in tune’ with his Father — he needed to be
sure that they were both ‘singing from the
same hymn sheet’, and what better way than
spending some valuable time alone
together? But we must remember that Jesus
was fully God and fully man and eventually
his human side began to tune in to and listen
to the voices, which all of us hear from time
to time, inviting us to bend the rules, cut
corners and take short-cuts. However, unlike
the rest of us humans, his character was
strong enough to resist those temptations.

The season of Lent is a time for us to
reflect, it’s a time to draw nearer to the
Father to seek guidance and direction, and it
is a time to resist those temptations having
given something up which is quite meaningful
in our everyday lives. So make the most of the
next six weeks and ask Jesus to be your guide.
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Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing Groups

committed to people’s wellbeing —

physical, emotional, mental and

spiritual.

Come and join us with this KHW
programme. It will open the door to
a flawsome world.

The programme provides a safe, non-
judgemental and supportive space for
people of all faiths or none, who are
interested in supporting their mental and
emotional wellbeing by exploring topics
including, honesty, anxiety, confidence, and
self-worth.

The second series of meetings is planned to
start the week beginning 25th April. If you
are interested in finding out more, please
contact Margaret Papwort by text (07803
242783) or by e-mail:
margaretpapworth@icloud.com.

LEGO All-Age Service
Sunday 3rd April, 10.30am

To celebrate the end
of our latest after-
school Lego Club, our
family-friendly all age
service on Sunday 3rd
April will have a special
Lego theme. Children are
encouraged to bring their Lego creations
and the service that day will include some
Lego-themed videos, games and Bible
teaching. Do join us!

100 Club
The winning numbers in
January’s draw were
1 18 44 36 22
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L&S Plumbing Ltd..
General Plumbing
and Heating Work

GAS SAFE/CORGI
Registered No. 213295

Tel: lan 01829 759331
Mobile: 07793 752324

St John’s Website

www.ashtonhayes.church
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I can’t make the
world peaceful.
| can’t stall tanks
from roaring down roads.
| can’t prevent children
from having to hide in bunkers.

I can’t convince the news to
stop turning war into a video game.
I can’t silence the sound of bombs
tearing neighbourhoods apart
I can’t turn a guided missile
into a bouquet of flowers.
| can’t make a warmonger
have an ounce of empathy.
| can’t convince ambassadors
to quit playing truth or dare.
| can’t deflect a sniper’s bullet
from turning a wife into a widow.
| can’t stave off a country being
reduced to ash and rubble

| can’t do any of that.

The only thing | can do
is love the next person | encounter
without any conditions or strings

and love my neighbour

so fearlessly that

it starts a ripple

that stretches from

one horizon to the next

| can’t force peace
on the world
but | can become a force
of peace in the world because

sometimes all it takes

is a single lit candle

in the darkness

to start a movement.

“Lord, make me a candle
of comfort in this world,
let me burn with peace”

Please join with us to pray for peace in
the Ukraine and all of the other places
in our world where there is conflict.

https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-
resources/praying-peace-world
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Patlos, drlveways, garden walls- #enclng:

're-pointing, rooflng, plastering,
extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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