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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in
Septembher

4th September:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All Age Service (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (CW)
11th September:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
& Sunday Club
18th September:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
& Youth Club
25th September:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Readers:

Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Philip Goodall 01829 752130

philip@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church

Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg 01829 458453
Alan Goodall 01829 752658
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029

bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

Mask wearing is no longer mandatory
however, members of our congregation
are still welcome to wear them for their
own comfort and the safety of others.

100 Club
The winning numbers in

July’s draw were
22 25 9 39 35

As Autumn approaches, many people
are anxious about the rising cost of living. As
the price of energy, food and other essentials
continues to go up, it is becoming
increasingly difficult for many to make ends
meet. Coronavirus and the conflict in Ukraine
have combined to create a worldwide
economic shock that is particularly
threatening to the poorest in society.
Inflation in the UK is now at levels not seen

since the early 1980s, a recession is forecast,
and most family’s incomes are falling in real terms. Whoever becomes our new Prime
Minister this month will have huge challenges to wrestle with.

In these challenging times, it is good to know that there are many Christian
charities working to alleviate the financial struggles that many families face. For
example, the Trussell Trust’s network of foodbanks do a great job helping those most in
need. At St John’s Harvest Thanksgiving service on 2nd October we will be receiving
donations of non-perishable food for our own foodbank in West Cheshire, and they
would be grateful for your support. If you can’t join us on the day, there is a foodbank
collection box at the back of church and in the community shop. (As a church, St. John’s
is not immune from rising prices either, and any donation you can make towards our
Gift Day on 18th September would be much appreciated. A letter with more details on
how you can support us accompanies this edition of News from the Pews.)

Faced by rising prices all around, its good to remind ourselves that many of the
best things in life are free. The love of family and friends, the beauty of nature and the
air we breathe all come with no price tag attached. Above all, the Bible teaches us that
the grace of God is free. Jesus offers us God’s love, forgiveness and everlasting life by
faith alone. It is wonderful to know that no amount of money is necessary to obtain
them, and they are all immune from the effects of inflation!

God bless,
Phil Weston
In Memory
Two funerals took place at St John’s Church during August, on the 25th and 26th
of the month respectively. The first was that of Barbara Gerrard and the second of Ted
Wright, late of Grange Farm, Great Barrow. Both will have been known to many in our
community and our sympathies are extended to all of their family members and friends.

Harvest Festival — On Sunday 2nd October at 10.30am we’ll be holding a Harvest
Thanksgiving Service in church. It will be suitable for people of all ages and it will
followed by a ‘Bring and Share’ lunch. Do come and join us for this annual celebration.

Bible Study at St John’s — Our study of Paul’s Pastoral Letters will commence on
Monday, 5th September but this term you have a choice. Studies will continue via Zoom
on Monday evenings but, in parallel, face-to-face meetings will take place in the Vicarage
on Wednesdays. Both meetings commence at 8pm and they will be following the same
passages taken from Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus. If you would like to know more
contact the Vicar or message alan@ashtonhayes.church.

Big Quiz Night — An early notice that on Saturday 15th October at 7.30pm we’ll
be holding a general knowledge quiz night in church to support the work of Tearfund, a
Christian international development charity. Drinks and snacks will be available, and
entry will be £10 per adult (under 16s free). For further information, or to book your
place, please contact Phil Weston or Natalie Meara.


mailto:safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

The Newsletter of St John the Evangelist, Ashton Hayes

Pause for Thought oy Aian Dowen

The streams of God are filled with water to
provide the people with corn, for so you have
ordained it. You drench its furrows and level
its ridges; you soften it with showers and
bless its crops. You crown the year with your
bounty, and your carts overflow with
abundance. The meadows are covered with
flocks and the valleys are mantled with corn;
they shout for joy and sing.  from Psalm 65

King David was writing in praise of God’s
abundant generosity. Yes, the Bible tells us
that there were also times of famine, but it
says that the Promised Land was a land
flowing with milk and honey.

Sadly, we now have to compare that
vision of plentifulness with much of the world
today where Global Warming is showing its
hand. There are now places where decreased
crop vyields are forecast due to the high
temperatures and lack of water whilst in other
areas, fields are flooded and not fit for
purpose. Added to that the Ukrainian harvest
is being held to ransom by the Russian
invasion causing many people, particularly in
the Third World, to starve.

Right at the beginning of the Bible, in
the Book of Genesis, God blesses his creation
and says, ““Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth!
Take charge! Be responsible for fish in the sea
and birds in the air, for every living thing that
moves on the face of Earth,” or, in other
words, “Take care of what | have given you!”
We appear to have fallen far short and taken
the natural resources of our world for
granted. Surely, this is the time to change
before it is too late! Can we resurrect our
Carbon Neutral Project? Can we, as individuals
in our homes, do better? Do we value the
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St John’s Cafeé

Thursday 15th
September, from 2
til 4pm, we’ll be
hosting a new
“inter-gener-
ational” café at St.
John’s. It’'s open to

adults and children of

every age and stage,
please do join us for free drinks, chat,
play and cake. We'd love to see “noughts
to nineties” coming together from across
our community.
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Saturday 15th October, 7.30pm
at St John’s Church

Just a note to say how nice it was to try
out the newly restored Oboe stop on the
organ. Whilst it will, undoubtedly, take a
little time to settle in fully, it none-the-
less has a nice sound, albeit quite gentle,
and the action is very much more even
and secure. This is a big improvement
which certainly adds to the colour of the
instrument, particularly where quiet
solos are demanded, and it also adds a
little ‘bite’ to the swell chorus.

May | just say how grateful | am to all
those who worked so hard to raise the
necessary funding and for all those
donations so kindly given. My sincere
thanks to all involved.

David Bird

Food Banks are Turning
People Away

Food banks are running out of supplies
amid an “overwhelming” surge of new
people falling into hardship during the
cost of living crisis, with some charities
forced to turn away families in need.
Several managers said they had run
out of food this summer, with some
reducing the size of parcels and having
“painful” conversations about whether
to cap the number of people they can
help. (The Independent 15 Aug 22)

If you are able and willing to help
during this crisis there are drop off
points for donations of food in the
Church and at the Community Shop.

Please help if you can.

L&S Plumbing Ltd..
General Plumbing
and Heating Work

GAS SAFE/CORGI
Registered No. 213295

Tel: lan 01829 759331
Mobile: 07793 752324

St John’s Website

www.ashtonhayes.church

Ashton Hayes Bﬂdlng &
Landscaplng

For all your bulldmg and Iandsc mg work. small
or large, carried out by fully quahfled‘tradesmen

Patios, drlveways, garden walls, fencmg,
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,
extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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