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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in Octoher

2nd October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All Age Harvest (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (CW)
9th October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
& Sunday Club
16th October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
& Youth Club
23rd October:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
30th October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:

Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Readers:

Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Philip Goodall 01829 752130

philip@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church

Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg 01829 458453
Alan Goodall 01829 752658
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029

bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church
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to join us for drinks, chat, play and cake!

Our new all age café

will be opening again

, on Thursday 6th and

Thursday 20th October,

from 2 ‘til 4pm.

Whether you are aged

= from “nought to
nineties”, all are welcome

For 70 years our late Queen Elizabeth Il
served this country to the very best of her ability,
driven by a deep sense of duty to her people. As
our constitutional monarch, she was a non-
political head of state who has helped sustain our
nation’s morale through many challenging times —
not least the recent coronavirus pandemic. Who
can forget her TV address in the Spring of 2020
when, in the midst of lockdown, she promised us
all that (in the words of Vera Lynn) “We will meet
again”?

It’'s no secret that Her Majesty was a
woman of sincere Christian faith. For example, in her Christmas broadcast in the year
2000 she said that: “For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability
before God provide a framework in which | try to lead my life”. And in her 2011
broadcast she added that: “God sent into the world a unique person — neither a
philosopher nor a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with the power to
forgive. It is my prayer that we might all find room in our lives for the message of the
angels and for the love of God through Christ our Lord”.

Despite being a monarch, our late Queen acknowledged Jesus Christ as a higher
authority over her — as the “King of kings” from whom she received strength, grace and
guidance throughout her long reign. She famously wrote the foreword to a biography
written about her in 2016. Its simple yet profound title was “The Servant Queen and the
King she serves”.

So as we give thanks for our Queen’s faithful service, let’s not forget the divine
Sovereign she served — and in whose eternal kingdom she now dwells. May we too give
him our loyalty and our love.

God bless,
Phil Weston
In Memory
The funeral of the late Robert Lewis of West End took place at St John’s on 13th
September. Our sympathies are extended to all of his family and friends.

Notices

Harvest Festival — On Sunday 2nd October at 10.30am we’ll be holding a Harvest
Thanksgiving Service in church. It will be suitable for people of all ages and it will
followed by a ‘Bring and Share’ lunch. Do come and join us for this annual celebration.

Gift Day — A huge thank you to everyone who made a donation towards the work
of our church in this parish during our Gift Day appeal. If you didn’t have chance to make
a donation on the day but would still like to, please contact our treasurer, Keith Morley
— treasurer@ashtonhayes.church

Daniel’s Amazing Adventures -— Our new six-week Sunday morning sermon series
starts on 2nd October at both our 9am and 10.30am services. We’ll be look at the
exciting and eventful life of Daniel in the Old Testament, learning how to be faithful to
God in the face of opposition and adversity.

Community Big Clean — On Saturday 29th October, starting at 10:30am and
finishing at 1:00pm, the parish council will be holding our twice-yearly Community Big
Clean event to tackle litter around the parish and undertake a general tidy up. Meet at
the Pavilion on the Playing Field for 10:30am. All necessary equipment will be provided
and filled bags will be collected and taken away. At the end of the session you will be
welcome to come to the Pavilion Café for a free hot drink and a cake as a reward for
your hard work. If you are interested in taking part, please email your name and contact
details to communitycleanup @ashtonhayespc.co.uk.
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Pause for Thought

LIVE broadcasts
of the royal
services,
ceremonies, and
addresses that
have taken place
during recent
weeks have shown us just how intimately the
Christian faith, with its roots in the Hebrew
tradition, is woven into the constitution of the
UK. It is something that is often unspoken,
understated, taken for granted,
misunderstood, or simply filtered out. The late
Queen was a devout churchwoman. To hear
similar expressions of faith from her son has
been a reminder that Christianity is a public as
much as a private faith, and is at the core the
English concept of monarchy. Since
democratic government came into being, the
place of the monarchy has been questioned
repeatedly. But it has a rationale that may
appeal even to those who express no
allegiance to Christ.

Kingship as a fallible human focus of
power and military defence was, in the
Hebrew Scriptures, depicted as a temptation
to a sin no better than idolatry. It was
redeemed by a merciful God through the
anointing of a sovereign of his own choosing.
That anointing remains part of the coronation
service is, therefore, of great significance, and
not a mere empty convention. By seeing
himself as chosen by God, the King is doing
the opposite of aggrandising himself. He is
aligning himself with the Hebrew kings who
understood themselves as the chosen servant
of God and God’s people. Using the same
language as his late mother, the King has
framed his reign — for as long as God allows it
— in terms of service, duty, devotion, and
love. Christ himself embodies this paradoxical
connection between supreme power and
obedience. Christ’s silence before Pilate and
his crucifixion recast the understanding of
sovereignty and chosenness for eternity.
Christian subjects are, likewise, members of a
royal priesthood. They have power to offer
service to one another, as well as to their
sovereign, as part of their own obedience to
God.
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Saturday 15th October, 7.30pm S (== 811 111s |

On Saturday 15th October at 7.30pm
we'll be holding a general knowledge quiz
night in church to support the work of
Tearfund, a Christian international
development charity. Drinks and snacks
will be available, and entry on the door
will be £10 per adult (under 16s free).
Teams welcome of up to six per table. For
further information please contact Phil
Weston or Natalie Meara.

October 2022

Our ever-popular Lego Club will be
returning for a period of 6 weeks

starting on Wednesday, 2nd November,
from 3.15 - 4.15 pm. For further details,
or to book your place,
" contact:
Margaret Papworth
01829 759086

Ashton & Manley Scouts

Ashton & Manley Scouts, our local Scout
group, is entirely run by volunteers and
they are currently looking for people to
serve as assistant leaders or helpers for
the Scouting activities, and as members of
the executive Committee. Please contact
Duncan Fullerton if you are interested in
any of these roles, via:
1stashtonandmanleyscouts@gmail.com

i, @
foodbank

All of the gifts of food received at our
Harvest Service (2nd October) will be
donated to the West Cheshire
foodbank but, as the recent ‘mini-
budget’ seems to have completely
failed to bring any meaningful relief for
the low-income families of our society,
it is likely that the demand for
assistance may outstrip the foodbank’s
capacity to help during the winter
months.

If you are able and willing to help
during this time of crisis, there are
drop off points for further donations of
food in the Church and at the
Community Shop.

100 Club
The winning numbers in
August’s draw were
34 74 51 67

v 24

L&S Plumbing Ltd..
General Plumbing
and Heating Work

GAS SAFE/CORGI
Registered No. 213295

Tel: lan 01829 759331
Mobile: 07793 752324

St John’s Website

www.ashtonhayes.church

Patios, drlveways, garder

A traditional country pub offering home
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales,
quality wines, a warm welcome and
fantastic service.

We can cater for all kinds of special
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings,
celebrations of life or weddings, with
flexibility to accommodate parties of all
sizes, be it cosy and intimate dinnersin a
private room, or larger parties with buffets,
privates spaces on our terrace or the entire
venue if required.

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to
see how we can make your day, event or
occasion extra special.

Station Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8A)
01928 740900

www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

Ashton Hayes Building _nandscamng

For all your building and Iandscaplng work. small
or large, carried out by, fu alifi

d"tradesmen

Ils,’fgwcm‘g,

re-pomtlng rooflng, plasteﬂng, V=N
~extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone SpeC|a||st

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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