
The Newsletter of St John the Evangelist, Ashton Hayes July 2023 

A View from the Vicarage 
Anyone walking past St. John’s during the 

past month will have no:ced that our church’s 
front door has been repaired and restored. Un:l 
recently it looked old and worn, with warped 
panels and peeling paint – a rather uninspiring 
entrance. But thanks to the painstaking work of 
John and Diane Eldridge, it now looks so much 
more aDrac:ve, warm and welcoming!  

If you have not passed through our doors 
recently, we would love to invite you into St. John’s 
on Sundays. Our front door restora:on is just the 
latest stage of a programme of renova:ons that 
have combined to make our church building so 
much more accessible and comfortable for 
Chris:an worship and fellowship. A place where 
we can come to know and love the Lord Jesus, as 
well as each other. The only thing missing is…you!  

In fact, the Bible describes Jesus as 
knocking on the door of every human heart: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, 
and they with me” (Rev 3:20). This means that the Lord wants to enter into a 
rela:onship with each one of us. A rela:onship in which we will enjoy his friendship 
forever. A friendship in which he will repair, restore and renew our hearts, much like our 
own church door. A friendship that begins the moment we put our faith in Christ - so 
why not open the door to him? 

God bless, 
Phil Weston 

Notices 
Ashton Hayes Primary School 
Summer Fair  —  Join us at 
school from 12pm on Saturday 
8th July. It promises to be a 
g r e a t a _ e r n o o n o f 
entertainment, performances, 
food and drink. All money 
raised will be going straight to 
the school.  
Bible Study — Our study groups 
will be taking a break over the 
summer period but they will be 
back in September. Please keep 
an eye open for further 
informa:on. 
Summer8me — The school 
holidays are fast approaching 
and many will be going away 
but don’t forget those who are 
staying at home, par:cularly if 
we have another spell of very 
high temperatures. Look out for 
your neighbours and friends 
who may be finding those high 
tem p erat u res d i ffi c u l t o r 
threatening. 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in July 
2nd July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-Age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
9th July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
 16th July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
23th July: 
 9.00am Ma:ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  
30th July: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Diane Eldridge     01829 751282 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

St John’s 0-90’s Café 
Our all-age café will 
be open to welcome 
you on Monday 10th 
J u l y f r o m 
2.30-4.30pm. All are  
welcome to join us 
for a free drink, a 
slice of cake, a hearty 
chat and :me to 
play!

Adver:sment
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Contact Us  
Website:  www.ashtonhayes.church 

e-mail:  contact@ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd. 
Gas boiler servicing and 
landlord safety checks. 

Small plumbing repairs and 
installations. 

Friendly, reliable and local 
plumber. 

GAS SAFE 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian — 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping 
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 
“I was hungry, and you fed me. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a 
stranger, and you invited me into your 
home.” Ma:hew 25:35 

As I write we are in the midst of Refugee Week - 
a week set aside to celebrate compassion in 
ac:on. Following the pandemic, the world has 
been responding to a number of new crises - 
earthquakes, floods, wars and famine - with 
various degrees of success. The following poem 
was wriDen by Brian Bilston, I have edited it but 
please take the :me read it right to the boDom.  

The world can be looked at another way 
Do not be so stupid to think that 

A place should only belong to those born there 
These are people just like us 

It is not okay to say 
Build a wall to keep them out 

Instead let us 
Share our countries 

Share our homes 
Share our food 

They cannot 
Go back to where they came from 

We should make them 
Welcome here 
They are not 

Cut-throats and thieves 
With bombs up their sleeves 

Layabouts and loungers 
Chancers and scroungers 

We need to see them for who they really are 
If life had dealt a different hand 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
So do not tell me 

They have no need of our help 

Before you decide to agree or disagree with the 
text, read it again, but this :me, from the 
boDom to the top, and then ask, “Would Christ 
have been a top-down or a boDom-up person?” 
In the UK, it would appear that dangerous an:-
migra:on government rhetoric con:nues, along 
with inhumane condi:ons for asylum seekers. 
Refugee Week’s vision is for refugees and 
asylum seekers to be able to live safely within 
inclusive and resilient communi:es, where they 
can make a valuable contribu:ons. So, can we 
bring ourselves to be more Christ-like and reach 
out with real compassion, not condemna:on?

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

Pa8ent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

A tradi:onal country pub offering home 
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales, 

quality wines, a warm welcome and 
fantas:c service. 

We can cater for all kinds of special 
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings, 
celebra:ons of life or weddings, with 

flexibility to accommodate par:es of all 
sizes, be it cosy and in:mate dinners in a 

private room, or larger par:es with buffets, 
privates spaces on our terrace or the en:re 

venue if required. 

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to 
see how we can make your day, event or 

occasion extra special. 
Sta:on Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ 

01928 740900 

www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk 
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

Fully Qualified 

Mobile Hair Stylist 
Julie 

Cuts, Colours, Highlights, Perms. 
Only the finest luxury products used. 

Friendly, reliable service in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Over 20 years experience. 
T: 01928 725699  M: 07553 467023 

www.styling4u.co.uk

Music for a Summer’s Evening 

21st July 2023 at 7.30 pm 
in St John’s Church 

Tickets £10 
Available from choir members, the 

Community Shop or call 01829 751174. 
Our annual Summer Concert is a perennial 
favourite with music lovers in our comm- 

unity. The choir (St John Singers), accompanied by David 
Bird, will be joined by friends to provide a mixture of 
music to suit all tastes. Join us for a fun packed evening. 
Light refreshments are included in the :cket price. 

All profits will be donated to church funds.

Food for Thought 

HELPING PEOPLE IN CRISIS 

Almost 3 Million emergency food parcels 
were distributed by foodbanks in 2022 — 
up by 37% on the previous year! Food 
price infla:on is s:ll running in double 
figures, forcing more people into food 
poverty. 
If you are able and willing to help them 
by making dona:ons, there are drop-off 
points in the church and in the 
Community Shop.

http://www.styling4u.co.uk
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