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Church Services in 
April 

7th April: 
	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
	10.30am All-Age Service (CW) 
	 6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 
14th April: 
	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
	10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
	   	 	 & Sunday Club 
21st April: 
	 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
	10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
	    	 	 & Youth Club 
28th April: 
	 9.00am Matins (BCP) 
	10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 

BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  
Phil Weston      	 01829 752272 

vicar@ashtonhayes.church 
Reader: 
Alan Dowen         	  01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Reader Emeritus: 
Philip Goodall       	  01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 
Margaret Papworth    01829 759086 

margaret@ashtonhayes.church 
Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg        	  01829 290190 

Diane Eldridge      	  01829 751282 
Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley       	  01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 
Phil Weston         	  01829 752272 

Margaret Papworth    01829 759086 
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church 

Contact Us 
Website: www.ashtonhayes.church 
Fbook: facebook.com/stjohnashton 
Email: contact@ashtonhayes.church 

In Memory 
The funeral of the late Peter Latham, 
of Brookside, took place at St John’s 
on 12th March followed by burial in 
the churchyard. Our condolences go 
out to Susan, Peter and David 
together with all of his family and 
friends from Brookside and further 
afield.  

Notices 
•  Hope Explored — explains how 

Christianity offers us real hope and a 
joyful expectation for the future, based 
on true events in the past, which can 
change everything about our present. 
This 3-session course includes video 
clips, time for discussion and brief Bible 
studies. We’l l be running Hope 
E x p l o r e d a t S t . 
J o h n ’ s o n 3 
consecutive Sundays 
after Easter, starting 
at 4pm on Sunday 
14th April, in a café 
style format with light 
refreshments. Email 
—      contact@ashtonhayes.church  
for more information, or simply turn up 
on the day. All welcome, whether you 
consider yourself a committed Christian 
or a curious enquirer.  

• Kintsugi — the Japanese Art of 
mending broken pots with golden 
thread making it more beautiful. We all 
have treasures in our scars. St John’s is a 
Kintsugi Hope Partner Church and share 
the vision of a world where mental and 
emotional health is understood and 
accepted, and there is a safe and 
supportive community for everyone to 
grow and flourish. 
     Our next Wellbeing programme 
starts on Monday 8th April at 4:45pm, 
over twelve sessions in St John’s 
Church. Meetings last an hour and a 
quarter and are friendly, relaxed and 
mutually supportive. Topics we explore 
include honesty, confidence, self-worth, 
anxiety and resilience. Booking is 
essential and expressions of interest 
invited. For more information contact 
Margaret Papworth on 07803242783  
or email:  
       margaretpapworth@icloud.com. 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

View from the Vicarage 
St George may be the patron saint of 

England, but his feast day of 23rd April is 
celebrated all around the world, including such 
places as  Georgia, Portugal and Catalonia.  

The precise details of George’s life are 
debated, but its believed that he was born 
around 280 AD in Cappadocia. Both of 
George’s parents were Christians, and his 
father was an officer in the Roman army. His 
name may mean “farmer”, but George 
followed in his father’s footsteps and became a 
successful Roman soldier. Indeed, he rose to the rank of Tribune and was a member 
of Emperor Diocletian’s imperial guard. 

Unfortunately, in February 303 AD, the Emperor issued a decree requiring every 
soldier  to offer a sacrifice to the Roman gods. Christian soldiers such as George, who 
refused to worship anyone but the Lord Jesus, were arrested. George stuck to his 
principles and was ultimately beheaded for his faith on 23rd April that year. It seems 
that the image of George and a dragon soon became used by the Church as a way of 
depicting his martyrdom. The dragon therefore represents Diocletian, whom George 
‘defeated’ by bravely resisting his idolatrous decree.  

‘Saint’ George was undoubtedly a man of faith, courage and conviction. But 
what does it take for any of us to become a saint? Do we need to have slain a dragon 
too? Thankfully, the Bible says that its much simpler than that! According to Scripture, 
to be a saint is to be pure and holy in the sight of God - to be in a right relationship 
with him. Of course that’s not something we can achieve by ourselves, however hard 
we might try. But St. George’s flag is a great visual aid for how sainthood is possible 
for us all. The flag has a red cross – reminding us of Christ’s blood shed for us at the 
cross, where he willingly paid the penalty for our sins so that we don’t have to. And a 
white background is under the cross – emphasising that we can be cleansed and 
forgiven by God through faith in Christ’s sacrifice for us. So we don’t have to slay a 
dragon to become a saint – its a free gift of God, received by faith in Jesus. A faith we 
can share with St. George! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston

mailto:contact@ashtonhayes.church
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Pause for Thought 
by Alan Dowen 

“Unless I see 
the nail marks 
in his hands 
and put my 

finger where 
the nails were, 

and put my 
hand into his 
side, I will not 

believe.’ 
John 20:25 

Those words were spoken by Thomas, 
one of Jesus’ disciples who is often 
referred to as ‘Doubting Thomas’. 

After the crucifixion, the disciples were 
afraid of the Jewish leaders so they 
locked themselves away but to their great 
surprise, Jesus appeared, standing in the 
middle of them. Unfortunately, Thomas 
hadn’t been there at the time but when 
he returned the rest were bubbling over 
with excitement — “We have seen the 
Lord!” — but as you can see, Thomas was 
having none of it, he needed physical 
proof. 

Jesus reappeared a week later and 
this time Thomas was there. He was able 
to see his hands and his feet and … he 
believed … in fact Thomas was the first 
person to explicitly acknowledge the 
divinity of Jesus with the words, “My Lord 
and my God!” and he is said to have been 
killed  with a spear in India 30 or so years 
later because of his firm faith. 

It’s easy to forget that Thomas had 
been with Jesus throughout his earthly 
ministry — he had heard all of the 
teaching and seen most of the signs — 
but when the chips were down, his faith 
wavered. 

Some may look on that as a sign of 
failure but I believe it is simply a sign of 
his humanity — when we are tested, 
through the loss of a loved one for 
example, many of us lose heart and our 
faith evaporates too, but the story of 
Thomas gives me hope. Jesus didn’t 
chastise him, he simply greeted him and 
offered him the opportunity for his faith to 
be restored. 

Remember that during those times 
when you have given up on God, he 
hasn’t given up on you and when you next 
find him he will be ready to greet you. 

A Date for Your Diary 

Christian Aid Week 
Christian Aid 
envelopes will 
be arriving with 
May’s edition of 
New from the 
Pews. 

Please help, Christian Aid to work towards 
a world where families can escape the 
trap of poverty and fulfil their ambitions.  
Please be generous and return your 
donation, in the envelope provided, to 
the community shop, the vicarage or to 
one of our church services. 

St John’s Café 
Join us on Thursday, 18th 
April, between 2.30-4.30pm 
f o r o u r Al l -Age Ca fé . 
Everyone is welcome to join 
us for a free cup of tea, 

coffee or glass of squash and 
a slice of cake whilst you have a chance to 
have a chat with friends (or play!) 

Toasting Success 
It would appear that everyone enjoyed 
our wine tasting evening - six wines, a 
selection of cheeses, good company and 
informed information about each of the 
wines and the areas of origin. What was  

there not to like? 
Our thanks go to 
Ches te r Bee r 
and Wine and to 
everyone who 
came for helping 
us to raise over 
£800 for church 
funds.

L&S Plumbing Ltd. 
Gas boiler servicing and landlord 

safety checks. 
Small plumbing repairs and 

installations. 
Friendly, reliable and local 

plumber. 

GAS SAFE 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian — 07793 752324

12-18 MAY

All income will be donated to 

Church funds

Phil Weston
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