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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in
December

1st December:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Gift Service (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
8th December:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
4.00pm Messy Church (CW)
15th December:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
22nd December:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
6.30pm Carol Service (CW)
24th December: Christmas Eve
4.00pm Children’s Carol Service (CW)
25th December: Christmas Day
10.00am Holy Communion (CW)
29th December:
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Reader:
Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Reader Emeritus:
Philip Goodall 01829 752130
philip@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church
Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg
Diane Eldridge
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029
bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

Contact Us
Website: www.ashtonhayes.church
Fbook: facebook.com/stjohnashton

01829 290190
01829 751282

Email: contact@ashtonhayes.church
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View from the Vicarage

It's the start of December and, for many of
us, preparations for Christmas are well underway.
Near the top of my “To Do’ list is buying this year’s
Christmas tree, before handing it over to my
children to decorate. As well as looking pretty,
Christmas tree decorations can point us to the
true meaning of the festive season.
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In my home, for example, a star always goes
on top of our tree. Its tempting to think that the
biggest star this Christmas will be winner of “I'm a
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here!” or “Strictly Come Dancing”, but the Bible tells us that
the real star of the show is Jesus Christ. He is the true hero of Christmas — God's
“Word made flesh”, whose birth we celebrate every festive season. As well as having
a star on top, our family Christmas tree is always encircled by lights and sparkling
tinsel, two things that can remind us that Jesus is the “Light of the World”. For Jesus
was born to show the world what God is really like and to reveal the extent of his love
for us. And finally, at the bottom of our Christmas tree we place gifts for one another -
a reminder that Jesus was God’s Christmas present to the world. A present that is
permanent, precious and personal. A wonderful gift we're all invited to receive with
faith and gratitude.

So when you decorate your tree this December, remember that Jesus is the true
star of the season, he is the Light of the World - and he is the best Christmas present
ever.

Merry Christmas!
Phil Weston

News
Home Groups — As ‘_

the year comes to an .
Christmas at St. John’s

end, our study groups
Sunday 224 December

are about to begin
their Christmas break.
6.30pm A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

However, there will be
further opportunities to . x ‘
join in with our discuss- [ERGISIEEIRTIEEN AYEH 24h December

ions in the New Year. 4pm Children’s Carol Service
Watch this space for
further information Christmas Day, 25" December
next month. 10am  All Age Communion
Thank You! — A
special thank you to

all those who provided
Christmas gifts for
“Save the Family”.
They were gratefully
received and will make
a big difference on
Christmas Day for all
of the families who are
currently resident at
Cotton Hall. This year's
task of providing gifts
for older children and
their parents was very
different, but you
certainly rose to the Please email natalie meara@nhs net to confirm numbers
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ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ASHTON HAYES

Tickets £10 adults, children free, including cheese
and biscuits

Tickets available from the church or on the door
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Pause for Thought

by Alan Dowen

"Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles.”

Hebrews 12:1a

Did you know that a chaplain in the Royal
Navy assumes the rank of the person they are
talking to? So, one minute they could be a
Junior Midshipman and the next they become
a Rear Admiral!

I love that, and I'm pretty sure Jesus, our
ultimate servant leader, would too. But, if
you've ever led anything — from a coffee
morning to a multi-million pound project —
you'll know how difficult real equality is to
achieve!l We tend to crave recognition and
praise. Many of us want to be in control, and
yet, as Christians, we all need to accept our co-
workers and those whom we meet as the
precious equals which they are in the sight of
God. Think about it — that puts the homeless
person you may meet on the street, on the
same level as the person who make the tea in
church or the Lord Mayor of Chester. Yet it is so
easy to get caught up with feelings of
superiority and our own self-importance whilst,
conversely, it seems so difficult to assume the
role of the humble and obedient servant in the
same way that Jesus did.

However, Paul reminds us that we are
surrounded and supported by a cloud of
witnesses, many of whom may have gone
before us — parents, teachers, guides, friends:
people who have done their very best to pass
the important elements of the Christian faith on
to us — and he urges us to take note and reject
all of the other things which may get in the
way. Pride, greed, anger and envy are just four
of the sins recorded as being ‘deadly’ in a very
old list which has developed over time — parts
of which may even have come from the
monastic tradition. These are the failings which
hinder and entangle, and need to be thrown
off ... but each of these imperfections come
into play all too often when we interact with
others. It is only when we assume the ‘rank’ of
the person we are talking to, whilst discarding
any feeling of superiority (or inferiority), that we
can really connect with others and begin to
make a difference.

It is an important lesson for us all but, if
we want to follow Christ, one that we must
learn to live by in our daily lives.
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installations.
7’% Friendly, reliable and local
/ plumber.
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Venue: ST Jehn The EvangelisT
Aslilen Haves

30™ December af 7.30 pm

Tickels £10 frem Alan Dewen
or The Cemmunily Shep

Join us at 4pm on
Sunday 8th
December
when we'll be
holding our
second “Messy
Church” at St.
John's.
Designed
children and their parents. Messy
Church will include Christingle
making, a short talk, some

songs — plus food. It promises to
be plenty of fun, so do come
along!
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JAMES WONG MORTGAGES

SIMPLE HNONEST

—_— ADVY I CE =
Everyone has their own individual needs and their
own set of circumstances. That's why | offer a service
tailored to each client’s specific requirements.

SCAN ME

Tel: 07445 354 945 g Wg

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments
on your mortgage. FCA: 951 011.

December 2024

Don’t Forget!

West
Cheshire
fOOdb k Suddenly the weather
has become much

colder so, as we prepare for our Christmas
festivities, please don't forget those who
are struggling to keep warm and put food
on the table. Donations for our local
foodbank can still be made at the church
or in the Community Shop.

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

Late night Thursday!
until 8pm.

ELLIE STARK

BEAUTY

THERAPY

Tel: 07842 890141

Cross Lanes Farm,
Broomheath Lane,
Tarvin, Cheshire CH3 8HE

0 elliestarkbeauty
@elliestarkbeautytherapy

www.elliestarkbeauty.mytreatwell.

A traditional country pub offering home
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales,
quality wines, a warm welcome and
fantastic service.

We can cater for all kinds of special
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings,
celebrations of life or weddings, with
flexibility to accommodate parties of all
sizes, be it cosy and intimate dinners in a
private room, or larger parties with buffets,
privates spaces on our terrace or the entire
venue if required.

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to
see how we can make your day, event or
occasion extra special.

Station Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ
01928 740900
www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

L&S Plumbing Ltd.

Gas boiler servicing and landlord
safety checks.
Small plumbing repairs and

Registered No. 213295
Tel: lan - 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Bullding
For all your building and Iandseoplng work. small
or large, carried out Imfully qu-Mied tradesmen

Patios, driveways, gardon walh. fencing,
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,

extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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