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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in
November

3rd November:

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All-Age Service (CW)

6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
10th November:

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.45am Service of Remembrance (CW)
17th November:

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
24th November:

9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts

Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272

vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Reader:
Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Reader Emeritus:
Philip Goodall 01829 752130
philip@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church
Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg
Diane Eldridge
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029
bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

Contact Us

Website: www.ashtonhayes.church

01829 290190
01829 751282

Fbook: facebook.com/stjohnashton
Email: contact@ashtonhayes.church

Congratulations
Oliver Joseph Price of Brines Brow
Lane was christened at St John's on
29th September. Our congratulations
go to Oliver and his parents Sarah
and Allan.

In Memory
The funeral of the late Alan McMillan
of Smithy Lane took place on 1st
October. We would like to express
our condolences to his wife Maureen.

View from the Vicarage

November is a time for looking back and
looking forward. At our Remembrance Service on w
Sunday 10th November we'll look back to the
wars and conflicts of the past, remembering with '

gratitude all those servicemen and women who
gave their lives in the service of our nation - men
and women who defended the precious liberties
we still enjoy to this day. That same afternoon

our first Messy Church will also include crafts and » -
activities for children on the theme of
remembering.

But November is a time when we look forward as well. Christmas is just around
the corner and many of us eagerly anticipate the joys of the festive season. (Our
Christmas Fair on Saturday 30th November and our family-friendly "Toy Service' the
following morning will kick off the celebrations here at St. John's!)

Christians are encouraged in the Bible to have a dual-focus approach to life,
especially during the season of Advent (which starts on 1st December). We are to
look back to the historical realities upon which our faith is based, especially the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus. But we are also to look forward in hope, serving
Christ and our neighbours in joyful anticipation of God's coming kingdom — when war,
conflict and every evil will be no more. Christian believers are to live and work for the
day when sin and suffering shall end. All of this is just one reason why our own
church’s new vision statement is: ‘Focused on Christ, united in faith, serving our
community.’

So do join us at St. John's this November, as we look back in remembrance and
forward with hope.

God Bless,
Phil Weston

News

‘ October also saw us celebrating
our annual Harvest Festival which
included visits from the Nursery
and the School. It was a delight
to see all of the children but even
| more so to see the “mountain”
of food donations which required
several car trips to transfer
everything we had received to
the West Cheshire Foodbank.

| .

Sermon

The Bishop of Chester (Mark Tanner)
joined us at our evening service on
20th October as we celebrated the
175th Anniversary of St John's. His
sermon, based on Luke 17:11-19,

spoke of the healing and wholeness for
which we should show our gratitude by
acknowledging Jesus as Lord. He was
also very complimentary about the
interior of our church which he said is a
good example of how church interiors
should be and look like in the 21st
century.

Remembrance
Sunday
10th November

Morning service
starts at
10.45am
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Pause for Thought

by Alan Dowen

"Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles.”

Hebrews 12:1a

We have just been celebrating the 175th
Anniversary of the church here in Ashton Hayes
and, during the research into the building’s
history, it became clear that, over the years,
approximately 1500 people have been buried

in our church yard. Some of these you will have §

known as friends or close family members, but
there are many whom we shall never know,
even so, they are an inseparable part of the
history of our community. One example being
the Johnson family members who are buried in
a vault outside, just beneath the east window.
They were responsible for many of the fixtures
and fittings which are still visible in our church
today.

On All Saints" Day (1st November) the
church has historically acknowledged all of the
saints and martyrs who have not been
recognised elsewhere in the Christian calendar
— those who comprise the ‘great cloud of
witnesses’ around us including the nameless
and forgotten. We are recipients of a legacy of
faith: a long tradition, shaped by countless
people we don't even know.

Although it's important to acknowledge
the ancestors of our faith, our modern-day
commemorations of All Saints’ Day tend to
focus more on those who have lived during our
lifetime and have personally impacted our lives.
For many people, it's a time for remembering,
and giving thanks for, the recently deceased
and recognising the impact they have had on
us as mentors, teachers and examples of faith
in action.

Looking back at my own faith journey,
starting with its tentative steps when | was just
five years old, | have come to realise that each
time there has been a twist or turn in the road,
there was always someone there to act as my
guide and point me in the right direction. My
parents, my teachers, my spouse and my
friends ... even the occasional vicarl

It saddens me to think that the youth of
today will not have the same opportunities to
explore and express their own, in-built,
spirituality ... unless we share ours with them in
a matter of fact sort of way which makes sense
in our modern world.
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St. John the Evangelist, Ashton Hayes

E .
Caaristmas Craft famr

Saturday 30" November

I lam to 3pm

e Handmade Christmas decorations & cards
¢ Bracelets, fused glass pendants & other jewellery
o Children’s tombola & re-gifted stall
* Homemade cakes & local honey
* Beeswax candles

Plus refreshments,
a raffle and more!

Join us at 4pm on
Sunday 10th
November
when we'll be
holding our first
"Messy Church”
at St. John's.

Designed for
children and their parents, Messy Church will
include craft activities, a short talk, some
songs — plus food. It promises to be plenty
of fun, so do come along!

Another “Messy Church” is also planned for
8th December — don't miss out on the fun!

Fully Qualified

Mobile Hair
Styhst

Cuts, Colours, Highlights, Perms.
Only the finest luxury products used.
Friendly, reliable service in the comfort
of your own home.

Over 20 years experience.

T: 01928 725699 M: 07553 467023
www.styling4u.co.uk

L&S Plumbing Ltd.
Gas boiler servicing and landlord
safety checks.
Small plumbing repairs and
installations.
Friendly, reliable and local
plumber.

GAS SAFE
Registered No. 213295
Tel: lan - 07793 752324

November 2024

St John's Café

o

Join us on Thursday, 14th
November, between
2.30-4.30pm for our All-Age
Café. Everyone is welcome to
join us for a free cup of tea,
coffee or glass of squash and
a slice of cake whilst you have
a chance to have a chat with
friends (or play!)

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

Late night Thursday!
until 8pm.

ELLIE STARK

BEAUTY

THERAPY

Tel: 07842 890141

Cross Lanes Farm,
Broomheath Lane,
Tarvin, Cheshire CH3 8HE

0 elliestarkbeauty
@elliestarkbeautytherapy

www.elliestarkbeauty.mytreatwell.

A traditional country pub offering home
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales,
quality wines, a warm welcome and
fantastic service.

We can cater for all kinds of special
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings,
celebrations of life or weddings, with
flexibility to accommodate parties of all
sizes, be it cosy and intimate dinners in a
private room, or larger parties with buffets,
privates spaces on our terrace or the entire
venue if required.

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to
see how we can make your day, event or
occasion extra special.

Station Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ
01928 740900
www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk
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_ “extensions and :
- Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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