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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in
February

2nd February:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All-Age Service (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
9th February:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
16th February:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
4.00pm Messy Church
23rd February:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Reader:
Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church
Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg
Diane Eldridge
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029
bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

01829 290190
01829 751282

Contact Us
Website: www.ashtonhayes.church
Fbook: facebook.com/stjohnashton
Email: contact@ashtonhayes.church

St John's Café

Join us on Thursday, 20th February,
between 2.30-4.30pm
for our All-Age Café.
’ Everyone is welcome
to join us for a free
cup of tea, coffee or
glass of squash and a
slice of cake whilst you
s~ have a chance to meet
up. with and have a chat

(or play!) with friends.

View from the Vicarage
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Valentines Day takes place this month, that
annual celebration of romantic love. According to a
recent survey, two-thirds of us celebrate the occasion
and over £1.5 billion was spent in the UK last year on
cards, chocolates, flowers and other Valentines gifts
for our loved ones.

But what is true love? In 1 Corinthians chapter
13 the Bible provides us with a famous definition of
love. Loving qualities that we should always aspire to, not just on Valentines Day! The
apostle Paul writes: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Cor 13:4-7).

How do you and | measure up against that list? It's a probably a mixed picture, if
we're honest! Sometimes we're guilty of pride rather than humility, of impatience
rather than patience, of selfishness rather than generosity. In truth, there is only one
person in history whose love never faltered. Because as we look at the life of Jesus,
we see a man who was the perfect embodiment of the loving properties described in
1 Corinthians 13. When God's Son walked on earth he was humble, not proud. When
Christ healed the sick he was supremely compassionate. And, above all, Jesus was
self-sacrificial, not selfish, when he laid down his life on the cross for our salvation.

As we look to Christ's cross we see the ultimate loving gesture, for no one has
shown “greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one's friends” (John 15:13).
Jesus’ great act of love should touch our hearts, and move us to love and trust him in
return.

God bless,
Phil Weston

News

Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM) — The date
for our next APCM (equivalent
to an AGM in the secular
world) has been set for
Sunday, 23rd March and will
be held in church following
the morning service —
everyone who lives in the |
parish is invited. In addition to Sﬂ.ﬁ FREE ENTRY'
receiving reports about church ’\D STJOHN THE EVANGELIST
activities and finances, the ASHIONHAYES =~

4pm, Sunday 16" February

With crafts, Bible story, songs & children’s tea

churchwardens and members
of the PCC will be elected. In
addition we are required to
completely renew the content
of our Electoral Roll this year
which means that if you want
to remain on the roll, or join it,
in order to register as a church
member, you will need to pick
up a form from the church
sometime during the next few
weeks. When the forms have
been completed they should
then be returned to the vicar
or to the electoral roll officer
(Diane Eldridge).

You are invited to a...

...hosted by Chester Beer & Wine

Tickets £25 per person, available from Phil Weston

via vicar@ashtonhayes.church or 01829 752272

All proceeds will go towards Church funds.

Wiane tasting evening *

A

7.30pm, Saturday 8** March 2025¢
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Pause for Thought

by Alan Dowen
i

"Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry
now, for you will be filled.” Luke 6:20-21

As | write, we have peace in Gaza
although it all feels very unstable and there are
threats that hostilities may recommence in six-
weeks time — not a particularly good way to
foster trust. But, for now, that fragile peace
seems to be holding and the highest priority,
other than the return of Israeli hostages and
Palestinian prisoners, would appear to be the
provision of food and humanitarian aid for the
people of Gaza.

The food trucks are now flowing again
and are hopefully managing to reach those in
need — previously, the few trucks managing to
cross the boarder were being violently looted
and their contents were being diverted on to a
black market. But food is such a fundamental
requirement for life, that people actively seek it
out and are willing to fight their way through a
crowd to get it.

Luke records that Jesus said, ‘those who
are hungry are blessed and will be fed until
they are full’, but he wasn't referring to physical
hunger, instead, he was suggesting that their
‘spiritual hunger' would be satisfied. Rather like
the people of Gaza's struggle to obtain
physical food, we are invited to actively seek
out the ‘spiritual food’ that is on offer, and to
consume it until we are satisfied, but it doesn't
stop there. For food to be of any use to anyone
it must be digested.

Here at St John's, we try to help that
process of digestion by the teaching provided
each week in church but, more importantly |
feel, we explore the contents of God's word in
more depth and rather more informally in our
study groups. These groups offer opportunities
to discuss wider theological topics and to ask
questions about those things which may be
troubling you — and no question is off-limits as
we seek to grow together.

So, if you are feeling hungry, or if your
spiritual blood sugar level is running low why
not consider joining one of our groups. This
invitation is open to everyone and you do not
need a theological or academic background to
play a full part in our discussions ... just a
willingness to be blessed.
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Social Events at St John's

Folk music, quiz nights, afternoon tea and
cakes — it all seems to happening at St John's.
Our most recent event was a quiz night
organised by the Meara Family with topics
ranging from Ed Sheeran albums to Mr Men
book titles and from Harry Potter to Roman
Emperors. There was much fun and laughter in
addition to the quizzical looks and the evening
raised almost £400 towards church funds.

Fully Qualified

Mobile Hair
Styhst

Cuts, Colours, nghllghts, Perms.
Only the finest luxury products used.
Friendly, reliable service in the comfort
of your own home.

Over 20 years experience.

T: 01928 725699 M: 07553 467023
www.styling4u.co.uk

JAMES WONG MORTGAGES

— S IMPLE NONEST ADVICE

Everyone has their own individual needs and their
own set of circumstances. That's why | offer a service
tailored to each client’s specific requirements.

SCAN ME

Tel: 07445 354 945 g Wg,

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments
on your mortgage. FCA: 951 011.

February 2025

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

Late night Thursday!
until 8pm.

ELLIE STARK

BEAUTY

THERAPY

Tel: 07842 890141

Cross Lanes Farm,
Broomheath Lane,
Tarvin, Cheshire CH3 8HE

0 elliestarkbeauty
@elliestarkbeautytherapy

www.elliestarkbeauty.mytreatwell.

A traditional country pub offering home
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales,
quality wines, a warm welcome and
fantastic service.

We can cater for all kinds of special
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings,
celebrations of life or weddings, with
flexibility to accommodate parties of all
sizes, be it cosy and intimate dinners in a
private room, or larger parties with buffets,
privates spaces on our terrace or the entire
venue if required.

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to
see how we can make your day, event or
occasion extra special.

Station Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ
01928 740900
www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

L&S Plumbing Ltd.

Gas boiler servicing and landlord
safety checks.
Small plumbing repairs and
installations.
Friendly, reliable and local
plumber.

GAS SAFE

Registered No. 213295
Tel: lan - 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Bullding
For all your building and Iaﬁhuphg work. small
or large, carried out Imﬁlllyg.ldmed tradesmen

Patios, driveways, gardon -
re-pointing, roofing, plastcrfng,

extensions and alterations.
- Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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