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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in
March

2nd March:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All-Age Service (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
5th March: Ash Wednesday
7.30pm Holy Communion (CW)
9th March:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
16th March:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
4.00pm Messy Church
23rd March:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
30th March: Mothering Sunday
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts
Vicar:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church
Reader:
Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church
Pastoral Worker:
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
margaret@ashtonhayes.church
Churchwardens:
Hilary Clegg
Diane Eldridge
Church Bookings:
Linda Morley 01829 759029
bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

Contact Us
Website: www.ashtonhayes.church
Fbook: facebook.com/stjohnashton

01829 290190
01829 751282

Email: contact@ashtonhayes.church

Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM)

Our APCM (equivalent to an AGM in
the secular world) will be held on
Sunday, 23rd March in church at
approximately 12 noon (after the
Morning Service) during which the
Churchwardens and % of our PCC will
be elected and annual reports will be
received.

View from the Vicarage

This year the start of March coincides with
the start of Lent. From Ash Wednesday onwards,
Christians observe forty days of prayer, self-
examination and self-denial. These forty days
mirror the forty days Jesus himself spent in the
wilderness at the start of his public ministry. Forty
days in which he too denied himself food, spent
time in prayer to his Father, and resisted the
temptations of the devil.

Many churches have a special service on Ash Wednesday, in which the minister
puts a mark of ash on the forehead of each member of the congregation, saying “You
are dust, and to dust you shall return”. Sombre words, which not only remind us of
our mortality, but also of our guilt before God. Because they echo words spoken by
God in Genesis chapter 3, when he condemned the first humans for their sin. But
thankfully that is not the end of the story - there is hope! Read these famous words
from Job chapter 19 (immortalised in the lyrics of Handel’s Messiah): “I know that my
Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my skin has
been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God; | myself will see him with my own eyes
-1, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!”

Like all of us, Job was well aware of his mortality. He knew his earthly body
would not endure. But he also knew God. He had confidence in the Lord’s capacity to
give life to the dead and make all things new. Job just didn’t know how and when
these things would take place. But Christians do know! We know that after Lent
comes Easter. We can look to the events of the first Easter Sunday, when Christ rose
from the dead to open the way to everlasting life for all who follow him. Our present
mortal frame will one day fail, but every Christian believer can be confident that
resurrected, glorified bodies will one day be theirs. So, like Job, we can say with
confidence: "l know that my Redeemer lives, and | myself will see him with my own
eyes!" Lent is here, but Easter is coming!

God bless,
Phil Weston

News

Mothering Sunday — please take
note that our annual Mothering
Sunday Service will be held on 30th
March at 10.30am. This will be a
celebration of all aspects of
motherhood at which posies will be
distributed (and cake will be eaten).
Why not come and join us with your
whole family as we thank God for our
mothers and spend time together in
worship. This is a 5th Sunday, there
will be no 9am Service.

4pm, Sunday 16t March
With crafts, Bible story, 4
:ﬂ./’ songs and children’s tea C
Wine tasting evening ®
...hosted by Chester Beer & Wine 4

Supporting the Pub — You are inuvited to a. ..

Ashton Sings and
Kelsborrow Choir, together
with a guest appearance
from Ashton Folk, are
joining together in a
concert in St John's Church
on 29 March. Proceeds will
be donated to the Golden
Lion Refurbishment Fund.
Tickets cost £10 and they
are on sale in the Village

Shop.

7.30pm, Saturday 8** March 2025¢

Tickets £25 per person, available from Phil Weston

via vicar@ashionhayes.church or 01829 752272
All proceeds will go towards Church funds.
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Pause for Thought

by Alan Dowen

1 \_‘”u STEN

“Many people are looking for an ear that will listen.
They do not find it among Christians, because
these Christians are talking where they should be
listening. But he who can no longer listen to his
brother [or sister] will soon be no longer listening
to God either; he will be doing nothing but prattle
in the presence of God too.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Having recently returned from five days at
General Synod, | am very aware that listening,
with our full attention, is both necessary and
tiring — something that has previously been
commented upon by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran
pastor who actively resisted the Nazi
dictatorship during the 1930s and 40s and
opposed Adolf Hitler's genocidal persecution
of Jews. Possibly because of his reputation, he
was accused of being associated with a plot to
assassinate Hitler, he was therefore imprisoned
and later executed as the Nazi regime was
collapsing.

Bonhoeffer asserted that there is a way of
listening with just half an ear, which presumes
that we already know what the other person
has to say, but this is also a sign of an impatient
and inattentive form of listening which shows
little regard for the speaker — we are
formulating our thoughts and waiting for a
chance to interrupt so that we can express our
own views without due regard for the other
person. This impatient unwillingness to listen to
our brothers or sisters is often reflected in our
relationship with God — is it little wonder that
often we seem no longer capable of hearing
his still, small voice or offering the greatest
service that he has committed to us, that of
listening attentively to those who are in need.

Often a person can be helped merely by
having someone who will listen to them
seriously. Sometimes it is just a matter of
enabling the other person to vocalise their
concerns to enable them to discover their own
solutions. This is a ministry which has been
committed to all Christian people by the God
whose work we share — but it isn't easy! As we
listen, all sorts of personal examples and
experiences gather in our minds, bursting to be
vocalised and set free. But hold fast! Listen
patiently with the open ears and concentrate
so that we may respond when the the time is
right or when it is necessary.

;Blo;k Booking Discount -
hent&Fnendl Instructor
y /'ﬁt

Te;(t or Call,Andy 07970080686

WWW. facebog)( com/ashtondrivlngschool

7’% Friendly, reliable and local
vy

Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth
Community Shop are seeking a
flexible and enthusiastic individual
to join their small management
team.

Hours: 4-5 hours on Saturdays, plus
cover for sickness and holidays.

Experience: No previous experience
required; full training will be given.

Skills: Basic computer knowledge is
beneficial but not essential.

Age: Applicants must be 25 or over.

If you're interested, pop into the shop
and speak to Deb, or contact her via
email or phone.

Please note that from 29th March 2025
the shop will close at 3pm on
Saturdays.

Email: amcshop@btconnect.com
Phone: 01829 759023

Fully Qualified

Mobile Hair
Styhst

Cuts, Colours, Highlights, Perms.
Only the finest luxury products used.
Friendly, reliable service in the comfort
of your own home.

Over 20 years experience.

M: 07553 467023
www.styling4u.co.uk

JAMES WONG MORTGAGES

— S AMPLE NONEST ADVICE ———m

Everyone has their own individual needs and their
own set of circumstances. That's why | offer a service
tailored to each client’s specific requirements.

SCAN ME

Tel: 07445 354 945 g Wg

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments
on your mortgage. FCA: 951 011.

March 2025

St John's Café

Join us on Thursday, 20th
March, between
2.30-4.30pm for our All-

Age Café. Everyone is
welcome to join us for a
free cup of tea, coffee or

Tm— glass of squash and a slice of
cake whilst you have a chance to meet up.
with and have a chat (or play!) with friends.

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

Late night Thursday!
until 8pm.

ELLIE STARK

BEAUTY

THERAPY

Tel: 07842 890141

Cross Lanes Farm,
Broomheath Lane,
Tarvin, Cheshire CH3 8HE

0 elliestarkbeauty
@elliestarkbeautytherapy

www.elliestarkbeauty.mytreatwell.

A traditional country pub offering home
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales,
quality wines, a warm welcome and
fantastic service.

We can cater for all kinds of special
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings,
celebrations of life or weddings, with
flexibility to accommodate parties of all
sizes, be it cosy and intimate dinners in a
private room, or larger parties with buffets,
privates spaces on our terrace or the entire
venue if required.

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to
see how we can make your day, event or
occasion extra special.

Station Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ
01928 740900
www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

L&S Plumbing Ltd.
Gas boiler servicing and landlord
safety checks.

Small plumbing repairs and
installations.

plumber.

GAS SAFE
Registered No. 213295
Tel: lan - 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Bullding
For all your building and Iandseoplng work. small
or large, carried out Imfully qu-Mied tradesmen

Patios, driveways, gardon walh. fencing,
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,

extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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