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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St John's — Focused on Christ, united in faith, serving our community
and a place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in
October

5th October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am All-Age Harvest (CW)
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
12th October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
19th October:
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Morning Worship (CW)
4.00pm Light up a Life
26th October:
9.00am Matins (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)

BCP - Book of Common Prayer
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language)

Contacts

Vicar:

Phil Weston 01829 752272
vicar@ashtonhayes.church

Reader:

Alan Dowen 01829 751174
alan@ashtonhayes.church

Pastoral Worker:

Margaret Papworth 01829 759086

margaret@ashtonhayes.church

Churchwardens:

Diane Eldridge 01829 751282
Aiton Marr 07747 837669
Church Bookings:

Linda Morley 01829 759029

bookings@ashtonhayes.church
Safeguarding Issues:
Phil Weston 01829 752272
Margaret Papworth 01829 759086
safequarding@ashtonhayes.church

Contact Us

Website: www.ashtonhayes.church
Fbook: facebook.com/stjohnashton
Email: contact@ashtonhayes.church

Congratulations

Our heartiest congratulations go out
to baby Beatrix Morris-Coker (of
Brookside), and to her parents Alex
and Lucy, following her christenina at
St John's on Sunday 7th September.

In Memory

The funeral of Jenny Rowland was
held at the Vale Royal Crematorium on
Mon 1st September. Our thoughts
and sympathy are with husband, Chris,
and his family.

View from the Vicarage

Every Autumn, churches and
communities across the country gather to
celebrate Harvest - and St John's is no
exception, with our own all age Harvest
service on 5th October. Harvest is a time of
thanksgiving for the work of farmers, for the
food they grow and for God's gracious
provision. Traditionally, people would bring
baskets filled with fruit, vegetables, and
bread to churches as a visible sign of
gratitude to God, and many communities
(including ours!) still donate food to foodbanks and other charities during this season.
Harvest reminds us that behind every meal lies God's generous gifts: the rain, the sun,
the soil, and the unseen growth that transforms tiny seeds into abundant crops.

Harvest also points us to a deeper truth - just as God produces a physical harvest
in the fields, he also wants to produce a spiritual harvest in our lives. In Galatians 5:22-
23, the apostle Paul describes this as the “fruit” of the Holy Spirit, including love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These
are not virtues we can simply add to our character like items on a shopping list. They
require God’s Spirit to be at work within us, making us more like Jesus. And we need to
ask God to produce this harvest within us. We need to invite the Holy Spirit to make us
more like the kind of people we aspire to be. If do we pray for this spiritual fruit and
begin to follow Christ, God promises to cultivate these character traits within us.

Harvest Festival also reminds us that fruit is meant to be shared. Just as foodbank
donations are brought to bless others, so the fruit of the Spirit are for the good of the
world around us. When Christians show love to the lonely, patience to the difficult, or
kindness to the hurting, people catch a glimpse of Jesus and experience a taste of God's
love.

So this year, as we give thanks for all our food, why not ask God to also produce a
harvest within you? Because the Lord of the harvest longs to make all of us more fruitful.

God bless
Phil Weston

News
Morning Prayer
A short service of
Morning Prayer BAWELLTETENW
takes place in FVIITITNIENS
church every
Wednesday
morning at %am.
The doors will be
open for everyone
who would like to

Backh to the
Suture

An evening of music from
across the centuries with
David Bird and friends.

A chance to
start your day
with God.

attend. St John’s Church
Light up a Life Friday, 17th October
Sunday, 19th October at 4pm at 73Opm

Remember ... Honour ... Celebrate Tickets £10 (inc. Refreshments)

Available from the Community Shop
or from Yvonne Dowen (01829 751174)

All proceeds to the church funds

David is our church organist but he also plays
Jazz and music from the Baroque period with
friends. We are looking forward to a
interesting and varied evening of music.

You are invited to join us for a special
service at which we will commemorate our
loved ones who have died as we light
candles in their memory.

Beautiful memories silently kept
of those whom we've loved
and will never forget.
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Pause for Thought

by Alan Dowen

"For | know the plans | have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

The Christian concept of hope offers a
distinct approach to resilience that differs
from simple positive thinking. Rather than
being based on circumstances or personal
outlook, Christian hope is rooted in the
belief that life has an underlying purpose
and direction, even when things go
wrong.

This perspective significantly impacts
our mental health and wellbeing. When
people believe their experiences, both
good and difficult, fit into a larger
meaningful narrative, they tend to cope
better with stress and trauma, and what
makes this approach particularly valuable
is its realism about suffering. Instead of
denying pain or pretending everything
will work out perfectly, Christian hope
acknowledges that bad things happen but
maintains that they don't represent the
final word. This balanced view helps
people process grief and disappointment
without falling into despair or toxic
positivity. The communal aspect of hope
also matters for wellbeing because it
acknowledges that people aren't
expected to handle everything alone.

Additionally, Christian hope addresses
guilt and shame constructively. The
emphasis on forgiveness and fresh starts
allows people to move forward from
mistakes rather than being trapped by
them. This promotes psychological
healing and provides the confidence to
make positive changes.

For many people today, this ancient
Godly framework provides tools needed
for navigating uncertainty and finding
meaning in both struggle and joy, and it
offers a sense of stability that doesn't
depend on worldly circumstances.

:glonk Booking Discount

tient & Friendly Instructor
«Pa y Instrygh

Te;(t or Call,Andy 07970080686
WWW. facebog)( com/ashtondrivlngschool

7’/3 Friendly, reliable and local
vy

Our next Messy Church will be held in
church on Sunday, 9th November at

4pm. At that event, there will be
food, singing, Bible stories,
and other fun
Open to yﬂ

children of all

ages
Why not come along and
join in?

activities.
ccompanied by an adult.

Fully Qualified

Mobile Hair
Styhst

Cuts, Colours, Highlights, Perms.
Only the finest luxury products used.
Friendly, reliable service in the comfort
of your own home.

Over 20 years experience.

M: 07553 467023
www.styling4u.co.uk

JAMES WONG MORTGAGES

— S AMPLE NONEST ADVICE ———m

Everyone has their own individual needs and their
own set of circumstances. That's why | offer a service
tailored to each client’s specific requirements.

SCAN ME

Tel: 07445 354 945 g Wg

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments
on your mortgage. FCA: 951 011.
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St John's Café

Thursday 23rd October, 9-11am

We are trialling a new time for
our Café, so why not pop in for

a free morning coffee or cuppa,
plus cake! Parents are
especially welcome to drop in

—

straight after school drop-off,
and there is a creche area and changing
facilities for pre-schoolers.

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

Late night Thursday!
until 8pm.

ELLIE STARK

BEAUTY

THERAPY

Tel: 07842 890141

Cross Lanes Farm,
Broomheath Lane,
Tarvin, Cheshire CH3 8HE

0 elliestarkbeauty
@elliestarkbeautytherapy

www.elliestarkbeauty.mytreatwell.

:::.:‘HEHMKg
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A traditional country pub offering home
cooked food, CAMRA accredited real ales,
quality wines, a warm welcome and
fantastic service.

We can cater for all kinds of special
occasions, be it birthdays, christenings,
celebrations of life or weddings, with
flexibility to accommodate parties of all
sizes, be it cosy and intimate dinners in a
private room, or larger parties with buffets,
privates spaces on our terrace or the entire
venue if required.

Celebrate with us and get in touch today to
see how we can make your day, event or
occasion extra special.

Station Road, Mouldsworth, CH3 8AJ
01928 740900
www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

L&S Plumbing Ltd.
Gas boiler servicing and landlord
safety checks.

Small plumbing repairs and
installations.

plumber.

GAS SAFE
Registered No. 213295
Tel: lan - 07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Bullding
For all your building and Iandoaplng work. small
or large, carried out Imfuliy quahﬁed tradesmen

Patios, driveways, garden walh. fencing,
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,

extensions and alterations.
Natural Stone Specialist.
Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on:

07749 451526 or 01829 752017
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