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A View from the Vicarage 

Un#l recently few of us had ever 
heard the words “coronavirus” or 
“COVID-19”. But now, it is a disease that 
confines us to our homes and threatens 
many lives. Life has changed radically for 
us all over recent weeks. Shops, schools 
and churches have closed. Many of us are 
having to work from home, while others 
fear losing their jobs altogether. Normal 
life has been put on ‘lockdown’ and as a 
community we are working hard to look aOer those most in need. All our usual sources 
of security, such as our income or our health, no longer look so secure.  

But there is s#ll hope and security to be found, just not in ourselves or our own 
resources. Wri#ng to Chris#ans in trouble, one of Jesus’ first disciples, Peter, wrote: 
“Cast all your cares upon him, for he cares for you.” Whether you are self-isola#ng at 
home or simply social distancing, many of us now have more #me on our hands than 
usual. This coronavirus outbreak is a perfect #me to read (or re-read) one of the 
Gospels in the Bible and let Jesus introduce himself to you afresh. He alone can calm 
storms in our hearts and grant peace to troubled minds.  

During Holy Week we hope to post daily videos on our church Facebook page. 
Taken from the popular Chris#anity Explored course, these short videos take us through 
Mark’s Gospel and the events of Jesus’ life. These culminated, of course, in the first 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. These most significant moments in the Church calendar 
will undoubtedly be especially poignant this year. On Good Friday we shall remember 
that, like the worst affected vic#ms of COVID-19, Jesus himself fought for breath as he 
hung upon the Cross. Astonishingly, God’s Son has suffered with us and for us.  

And then on Easter Day we shall be comforted by the glorious hope of 
resurrec#on. Just as Jesus rose from the dead, he promises new life beyond the grave to 
all who hope and trust in him. A wonderful hope to hang on to when all other sources 
of security are so shaken. An an#dote to anxiety is available. A vaccine against despair 
has been discovered. 

So whatever your fears or afflic#ons in these troubled #mes, love your neighbour 
and look to the Lord Jesus. Together, let us fix our gaze on Christ not COVID-19.  

Happy Easter, 
Phil Weston 

The Building Project  

The project is s#ll progressing although the Corvid-19 issues may soon make obtaining 
raw materials difficult. However, if you would like to make a dona#on towards the 
comple#on of this work, there is s#ll #me. Please make any dona#ons payable to 
“Ashton Hayes PCC” and post them to our Treasurer, Mr. Keith Morley at 37 Peel 
Crescent, Ashton Hayes, CH3 8DA. Thank you for your help

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Services in April 

Following updated Government advice, all 
public acts of worship in the Church of 
England have been suspended un#l 
further no#ce. We will therefore not be 
holding our normal services on Sundays. 
However, we hope to "live stream" a short 
service each Sunday at 10.30am on our 
Facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/stjohnashton/ 

Further details will follow. 

You can read the statement from the 
archbishops in full here: 

 bit.ly/ABstatementMar2020 

If in the mean#me you need pastoral 
support for any reason please do not 
hesitate to contact us on one if the 
telephone numbers listed below and we 
will do our very best to assist. 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situa=on, by prayer and 
pe==on, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of 
G o d , w h i c h t r a n s c e n d s a l l 
understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

(Phil 4:6-7) 
Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272  
Readers: 

Alan Dowen       01829 751174 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

Pastoral Worker: 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752130

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  

February’s draw were 
72 18 8 70

Future Editions of 
News from the Pews 

The Coronavirus precau#ons mean that we 
are unable to make our normal door to 
door NRP deliveries but it can be delivered 
electronically so please share the news and 
contact us at nRp@ashtonhayes.church to 
be added to our mailing list.
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Looking Ahead 
There will be no public gatherings for 
worship in the near future. We have 
also had to postpone our delivery of 
Easter eggs to Save the Family un#l the 
crisis is over (but be assured that the 
eggs already collected will be delivered 
as soon as is prac=cable — even if it is 
at Christmas!). If you have not already 
purchased Easter eggs please wait for 
this situa#on to pass. 
However, join us via our Facebook page 
at 2pm on Good Friday (10th April) 
when we will be ‘live streaming’ and 
spending a short #me ’At the Foot of 
the Cross’ and again at 10.30am on 
Easter Day (Sunday, 12th April) when 
our vicar Phil Weston and his family will 
lead our celebra#on of the resurrec#on 
of our Lord and Saviour.

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

‘I li> up my eyes to the mountains – where 
does my help come from? My help comes 
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth.’  Psalm 121:1-2 

We’ve recently returned home from a 
three day break in the Lake District (a 
birthday present booked back in January 
when the world was normal) — a place that 
amazes and inspires in almost equal 
propor#ons. We were there when it was 
quiet, just a few days before ‘lockdown’ was 
announced and the Na#onal Park had to be 
closed due to the vast increase in the number 
of visitors transla#ng ‘stay home’ as ‘holiday’ 
with the accompanying risk of spreading the 
Corvid 19 virus wider and faster. But when 
the crisis is all over, this is definitely a place 
to which we will return. 

Psalm 121 was originally wrioen to 
encourage travellers as they journeyed to 
Jerusalem to worship in the Temple: 
encourage because their journey was not 
without hazard. The city is surrounded by 
hills and mountains and the psalm reminds 
us that people should not worry or become 
overwhelmed by thought of enemies or 
robbers appearing over the brow of the hills 
at any moment: aOer all brigands can just as 
easily ride up the valleys. Instead let the 
mountains remind us that God’s love and 
protec#on surrounds us and is immovable. 

In strange and worrying #mes like the 
one we are experiencing right now, when 
there is liole opportunity for social 
interac#on, it is easy to become fearful and 
forget that God is s#ll here with us. But as we 
journey onward, let’s be encouraged by his 
faithfulness: do not fear, raise your eyes to 
the hills and he will keep you from every kind 
of harm while you do what you can to help 
your neighbours and friends. God bless …

St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & Landscaping
For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio available 

Please contact Matt on: 
07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaSent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

A Prayer for Difficult Times 
Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and liO up all who are brought low: 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate 

us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen.

News 
• Lent Courses — Due to the Coronavirus 

outbreak, the remaining weeks of the Lent 
course, Fruirulness on the Frontline, and 
the aOer school ‘Easter Experience’ have 
had to be cancelled. 

• Food Bank — Food banks are seeing their 
stocks plummet due to coronavirus fears 
as people choose to stock pile instead of 
suppor#ng those who need it. If you are 
able to donate any long life food goods 
(#ns and packets) or toiletries, please 
con#nue to do so.

Congratulations  
We held two bap#sms in the village hall this 
month. Firstly, on 1st March, Freddie White, 
son of Steve and Rebecca, who live in 
Foxhunter Close was welcomed into God’s 
family and then, on 15th March, Samuel 
Luoon, son of James and Heather from 
Kelsall Road, was also bap#sed. Our best 
wishes go out to Freddie, Samuel and to 
their families: may you both grow to know 
God as your saviour and friend.

 
Bridging the Gap 

We’re here to help residents of 
Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth 
during the coronavirus outbreak. 

Do you need someone to talk to, 
or someone to pray for you? 

Please call one of the following numbers 
during day#me hours and we’ll put you in 
touch with someone who can offer support. 

01829 759086  
or 

01928 740014 

You can also contact us via email: 
contact@ashtonhayes.church 

You do not have to be alone.
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