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A View from the Vicarage 
“Its all Greek to me!” The Greek 

alphabet has got something of a bad 
press over the past couple of years. It 
has acquired some rather nega<ve 
connota<ons ever since the World 
Health Organisa<on started assigning a 
le@er of the Greek alphabet to 
coronavirus variants. Here in the UK 
we’ve had to deal with the Alpha, Delta 
- and now Omicron - variants of 
Covid-19. Each new Greek le@er has 
created a new set of challenges for our 
health system and society. 

But Greek does have posi<ve associa<ons too. It is one of the oldest and most 
sophis<cated languages in the world, and common English words like democracy, 
technology and economy are all Greek in origin. Greek was also the language in which 
the New Testament was wri@en, and all clergy (including myself!) are expected to have 
some familiarity with it. 

What’s more, in the New Testament God actually describes himself using the 
first and last le@ers of the Greek alphabet. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the almighty” (Rev 1:8). With 
those words, God is reminding us that he is the source and origin of the universe, as 
well as its goal and des<ny. No thing and no one is beyond his reach or outside his 
sphere of influence. In our changing, challenging world the Lord is always accessible in 
prayer as a source of strength, help and hope.  

To discover more about the hope offered by the Chris<an faith, please do join us 
for our three week Hope Explored course, star<ng on Wednesday 12th January. 
Par<cipants can choose to a@end either a 2pm a^ernoon session in our new Church 
café area, or an 8pm evening session on Zoom. To book your place on either session, 
please email contact@ashtonhayes.church - we would love to welcome you! 

God bless, 
Phil Weston News 

• In Memory —The funeral of Hilda May Shenton, aged 105, was held in church on 
Monday, 6th December. She is survived by her 4 sons Ian, Christopher, David and 
Peter. She passed away at her home in Ethelda Drive, Chester, but she was born and 
married in this parish. She is now laid to rest in our graveyard alongside her late 
husband Francis. Our thoughts are with her family and friends in their <me of loss. 

• Save the Family — Thank you to everyone who provided gi^s for our Annual Toy 
Service. They were delivered to Co@on Hall directly a^er the service and we have 
since received an acknowledgement which says: 

“On behalf of Save the Family, thank you to the congregaBon of St John’s and the 
people of Ashton Hayes for the Christmas giGs you sent for our families at CoHon 
Hall. As you may be aware, Save the family relies enBrely on donaBons of money 
and goods to enable it to conBnue its work helping families to return to the 
community with greater skills and confidence. We are so grateful for giGs at 
Christmas as we try to give our 
families fesBve food and presents to 
make sure they enjoy the sort of 
Christmas other families take for 
granted.Thank you for your ongoing 
generosity and support.”

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Covid Guidance 
As this newsle@er is being prepared, the 
church is s<ll open for Sunday Worship 
but we are asking all members of the 
congrega<on to wear face coverings 
throughout our services in line with 
government guidance. See our website 
for the latest updates on this situa<on. 

h7ps://ashtonhayes.church 

Church Services in January 
2nd January:  
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am All-age Service (CW) 
 6.30pm Evensong (CW) 
9th January: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Sunday Club 
16th January: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
    & Youth Club 
23rd January: 
 9.00am Ma<ns (BCP) 
 10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 
30th January: 
 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.30am Morning Worship (CW) 
BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
CW - Common Worship (Modern Language) 

Contacts 
Vicar:  

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
vicar@ashtonhayes.church  

Readers: 
Alan Dowen       01829 751174 

alan@ashtonhayes.church 
Philip Goodall      01829 752130 

philip@ashtonhayes.church 
Pastoral Worker: 

Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 
margaret@ashtonhayes.church 

Churchwardens: 
Hilary Clegg     01829 458453 
Alan Goodall     01829 752658 

Church Bookings: 
Linda Morley     01829 759029 

bookings@ashtonhayes.church 
Safeguarding Issues: 

Phil Weston     01829 752272 
Margaret Papworth   01829 759086 

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

100 Club 
The winning numbers in  
November’s draw were 

  7 32 70 72
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St John’s Website 

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought   by Alan Dowen 

AQer Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the Sme of King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.’    MaHhew 2:1-2 

On 6th January we celebrate 12th Night. 
Not only does this mark the <me to return our 
Christmas decora<ons to the lo^ but trad-
i<onally, it was also a <me for Wassailing — 
people would gather in their orchards to drink 
a toast to the apple trees, in the hope of a 
fruioul year, and to each others health. But in 
the Anglican Church, the 6th January is also 
known as Epiphany. 

An ‘Epiphany’ is a moment of sudden 
and great revela<on and this is the day set 
aside to mark the arrival of the Magi (also 
known as wise men) who came to visit the 
new-born child. Hence Epiphany marks the 
date when Jesus was revealed to the wider,  
non-Jewish, world. 

The Magi were gen<les and they took 
along with them those famous three gi^s 
each of which had a deep, spiritual meaning: 
gold was a symbol of kingship on earth, 
frankincense (an incense) was a symbol of 
divine status or goddess, and myrrh (an 
embalming oil) was a symbol of death — a 
prophesy of what lay ahead.  

But, in this day and age, if you were able 
to present your gi^s to the young Christ child, 
what would you bring? In the words to the 
carol, ‘In the bleak mid-winter’, Chris<na 
Rosser answered this ques<on beau<fully 
and meaningfully. 

What can I give him poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would give a lamb 
If I were a wise man I would do my part 

But what I can I give him? Give him my heart.

Ashton Driving School 
Andy Waring Driving Instructor 

Ford Fiesta Diesel 
Dual Controlled Vehicle 
Block Booking Discount 

PaSent & Friendly Instructor 

Text or Call Andy: 07970080686 
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Christmas at St John’s 

Our annual service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols took place in church on Sunday, 19th 
December. This was the first <me that we 
have been able to hold the service in our 
newly reordered building (you may recall 
that due to Covid restric<ons, last year’s 
service was on line.) However, due to the 
prevalence of the Omicron variant of the 
Coronavirus and the preciousness of 
gathering for family Christmases, it was 
clear that this year’s congrega<on was 
smaller than usual. But if you were forced to 
miss it and would have liked to have heard 
the service, “Fear not!” (as the Angel 
Gabriel said to the shepherds.)  

Whilst it may be a tad late for a carol 
service, the whole service is available as an 
audio file and can be listened to at your own 
convenience here —  

hHps://www.facebook.com/stjohnashton/
videos/257978159758435

After School Lego Club 

During November and December over 
twenty children enjoyed six weekly visits 
to St John’s to take part in our Lego Club. 
Following a drink and snack they became 
totally absorbed in groups of 4 or 5 
construc<ng imagina<ve Lego models 
and charng with one another. Each 
session finished with a video from the 
Lego Bible series beginning with Crea<on 
and concluding with the birth of Jesus. 
Good fun was had by all and the Lego 
Club will be back in the second half of 
the Spring term.  

A special thank you to the band of 
helpers whose support made all of this 
possible, to the school for adver<sing the 
event, and the generous donors who 
gi^ed large quan<<es of Lego. 

Studies at St John’s 

Our regular Bible study sessions will resume 
via Zoom in 2022 star<ng on Monday, 10th 
January at 8 pm. 
During January and February we shall be 
considering the life and work of King David 
but in March our thoughts will be turning 
towards Good Friday and the cross with a 
study for Lent. 
We are a friendly group with all sorts of 
views and experience of Chris<an life. Your 
input would be very welcome. 
If you would like more details or help to get 
on line, e-mail alan@ashtonhayes.church.

A Prayer for the New Year 
As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us 
give thanks for all we hold dear: our 
health, our family and our friends. Let us 
release our grudges, our anger and our 
pains, for these are nothing but binding 
chains. Let us live each day in the most 
loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us 
serve all who are in need, regardless of 
race, colour or creed. Let us keep God of 
our own understanding in our hearts and 
speak his name each day. Let us lead the 
world from darkness to light, from 
falsehood to truth and from wrong to 
right. Let us remember that we are all one, 
embracing all, discriminaSng against none. 
May our year be filled with peace, 
prosperity and love. May God's blessings 
shower upon us and bestow upon each 
one of us a bright, healthy and peaceful 
New Year.  Amen 


	Covid Guidance
	Church Services in January
	Contacts
	A View from the Vicarage
	News
	Pause for Thought   by Alan Dowen
	Christmas at St John’s
	After School Lego Club
	Studies at St John’s
	A Prayer for the New Year

