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A View from the Vicarage 

How	 clean	 is	 your	 car?	 Last	
month	 my	 son	 James	 was	 among	
eleven	 Scouts	 from	 Chester	 District	
who	undertook	a	sponsored	car	wash	
at	 Rose	 Farm	 in	 Utkinton.	 Their	 goal	
was	 to	 raise	money	 towards	 the	 cost	
of	 aCending	 the	 World	 Scout	
Jamboree	in	Korea	next	August.	

Over	 two	 days	 they	 washed	
over	50	vehicles	and	raised	more	than	
£600	–	a	great	achievement!	

	 But	 sadly	 not	 all	 car	 washes	
are	 in	 aid	 of	 a	 good	 cause.	 	 While	
many	 are	 legiQmate	 businesses,	 some	
are	run	by	unscrupulous	people	determined	to	exploit	their	workers	to	make	as	much	
money	as	possible.	In	these	instances,	these	workers	may	be	vicQms	of	modern	slavery,	
forced	to	work	in	difficult	and	degrading	condiQons,	with	liCle	or	no	pay.	It	is	esQmated	
that	there	could	be	up	to	136,000	men,	women	and	children	trapped	in	modern	slavery	
in	the	UK.	The	issue	hit	the	headlines	 last	month,	when	Olympic	gold	medalist	Sir	Mo	
Farah	revealed	that	he	was	brought	to	the	UK	illegally	as	a	child	and	forced	to	work	as	a	
domesQc	servant.	

	At	 its	best,	 the	Church	has	always	taken	a	stand	against	slavery.	 Jesus	himself	
declared	that	part	of	his	mission	was	to	“set	the	oppressed	free”	(Lk	4:18)	and	it	was	a	
commiCed	 ChrisQan,	 William	 Wilberforce	 who	 famously	 led	 the	 campaign	 for	 the	
aboliQon	of	the	BriQsh	slave	trade	two	hundred	years	ago.		

	 The	 Clewer	 IniQaQve	 is	 the	 Church	 of	 England’s	 new	 programme	 to	 raise	
awareness	of	modern	slavery,	to	help	communiQes	take	acQon	against	it,	and	to	provide	
vicQm	support.	For	example,	the	Clewer	IniQaQve’s	Safe	Car	Wash	app	enables	anyone	
who	has	contact	with	hand	car	washes	to	idenQfy	and	report	any	suspicions	of	slavery.	
First	 launched	 in	2018,	 the	app	has	been	downloaded	over	31,000	Qmes,	 resulQng	 in	
more	than	7,800	reports	to	the	statutory	authoriQes.	We	can	all	help	in	the	fight	against	
modern	slavery	by	downloading	the	Safe	Car	Wash	app	to	our	phone.	You	might	never	
need	to	use	 it,	but	 it	could	bring	 liberty	
to	someone's	life	if	you	have	it	to	hand.	

God	bless,	
Phil	Weston	

Congratulations! 

A	 ‘double	 bapQsm’	 took	 place	 at	 St	
John’s	 on	 Sunday	 3rd	 July	 for	 cousins,	
Alfie	 Price	 and	Oscar	Hughes.	Our	 best	
wishes	 go	 out	 to	 Alfie	 and	Oscar,	 their	
parents,	Sarah	and	Allan	Price	and	Claire	
and	Gareth	Hughes,	 in	addiQon	to	their	
families	 and	 friends	 as	 we	 welcome	
Alfie	and	Oscar		into	God’s	family.	

   Notices 
Bible	Study	—	Our	study	sessions	will	recommence	via	Zoom	on	Monday,	5th	

September.	 However,	 this	 coming	 term	 there	 will	 also	 be	 duplicate	 sessions	 each	
week	 on	 Wednesday	 evenings	 in	 the	 Vicarage	 for	 those	 who	 prefer	 face	 to	 face	
contact.	The	topic	for	the	Autumn	will	be	Paul’s	Pastoral	LeCers	(1	&	2	Timothy	and	
Titus).	For	more	informaQon	contact	alan@ashtonhayes.church.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
St John’s: A place of worship where all are welcome

Church Services in August 
7th	August:		
	 9.00am	Holy	Communion	(BCP)	
	 10.30am	All	Age	Service	(CW)	
	 6.30pm	Evensong	(CW)	
14th	August:	
	 9.00am	Holy	Communion	(BCP)	
	 10.30am	Morning	Worship	(CW)	
21st	August:	
	 9.00am	Holy	Communion	(BCP)	
	 10.30am	Morning	Worship	(CW)	
28th	August:	
	 9.00am	MaQns	(BCP)	
	 10.30am	Holy	Communion	(CW)	
BCP	-	Book	of	Common	Prayer	
CW	-	Common	Worship	(Modern	Language)	

Contacts 
Vicar:		
Phil	Weston	 		 	 	 01829	752272	

vicar@ashtonhayes.church	 	
Readers:	
Alan	Dowen			 		 	 	 01829	751174	

alan@ashtonhayes.church	
Philip	Goodall				 	 	 01829	752130	

philip@ashtonhayes.church	
Pastoral	Worker:	
Margaret	Papworth			 01829	759086	

margaret@ashtonhayes.church	
Churchwardens:	
Hilary	Clegg	 		 	 	 01829	458453	
Alan	Goodall	 	 	 	 	 01829	752658	

Church	Bookings:	
Linda	Morley	 		 	 	 01829	759029	

bookings@ashtonhayes.church	
Safeguarding	Issues:	
Phil	Weston	 		 	 	 01829	752272	
Margaret	Papworth			 01829	759086	

safeguarding@ashtonhayes.church

100	Club	
The	winning	numbers	in		

June’s	draw	were	
25	 	8	 33	 2

The	 school	 holidays	 have	 now	 started	
and,	 for	 many	 families	 whose	 children	
receive	 free	 school	 meals,	 that	 means	
even	 more	 pressure	 on	 their	 home	
budgets.	 For	 some	 families	 Foodbanks	
have	become	a	regular	necessity	and	not	
just	a	helping	hand	once	in	a	while	—	but	
Foodbank	 resources	 of	 are	 limited	 and	
the	stocks	of	many	staple	foods	are	low.		
If	 you	 are	 able	 to	 help,	 please	 make	 a	
donaQon	of	Qnned	or	packaged	food	with	
long	shelf	lives.	There	are	drop	off	points	
in	 the	 Church	 and	 at	 the	 Community	
Shop.		Thank	you.
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St	John’s	Website	

www.ashtonhayes.church

L&S Plumbing Ltd.. 
General Plumbing 
and Heating Work 

GAS SAFE/CORGI 
Registered No. 213295 

Tel:  Ian 01829 759331 
Mobile:  07793 752324

Ashton Hayes Building & 
Landscaping

For all your building and landscaping work. small 
or large, carried out by fully qualified tradesmen 

Patios, driveways, garden walls, fencing, 
re-pointing, roofing, plastering,  

extensions and alterations. 
Natural Stone Specialist. 

Portfolio availablePlease contact Matt on: 

07749 451526 or 01829 752017

Pause for Thought  by Alan Dowen 

Jesus	said:	‘A	man	was	going	down	from	
Jerusalem	to	Jericho,	when	he	was	aNacked	
by	robbers.	They	stripped	him	of	his	clothes,	
beat	him	and	went	away,	leaving	him	half-
dead.	But	a	Samaritan,	as	he	travelled,	came	
where	the	man	was;	and	when	he	saw	him,	
he	took	pity	on	him.	He	went	to	him	and	
bandaged	his	wounds,	pouring	on	oil	and	
wine.’  Luke	10:30	&33-34	

The	story	of	“The	Good	Samaritan’	must	
be	 familiar	 to	 many	 but	 recent	 events	 have	
brought	 those	 words	 into	 serious	 focus.	 As	 I	
write,	temperatures	in	the	UK	have	peaked	at	
over	 40ºC	 and	 we	 are	 told	 that	 the	 NHS	 is	
again	 being	 overstretched	 by	 those	 suffering	
from	 heat	 exhausQon	 added	 to	 others	 ever-
increasing	numbers	who	have	been	admiCed	
for	other	types	of	medical	aCenQon.		

We	 were	 warned	 to	 prepare	 for	 this	
‘heat	bomb’	well	 in	advance	with	instrucQons	
to	 remain	 inside	 (or	 in	 the	 shade),	 leave	
windows	closed	and	keep	hydrated,	but	there	
are	 some	 for	whom	 those	 instrucQons	 didn’t	
make	 it	 any	 easier	 including	 young	 and	 old	
alike.	

In	 the	 Gospel	 of	 St	 Luke,	 chapter	 10,	
verses	 25-37,	 Jesus	 reminded	 us	 of	 the	 two	
great	 commandments,	 “Love	 the	 Lord	 your	
God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul	
and	 with	 all	 your	 strength	 and	 with	 all	 your	
mind”	and,	“Love	your	neighbour	as	yourself.”	
He	 then	finished	his	 teaching	with	 the	words	
‘Go	and	do	likewise.’	

Those	words	 ring	 as	 true	 today	 as	 they	
were	when	 they	were	first	 spoken.	There	are	
those	 in	 our	 own	 community	 who	 need	
assistance	 in	 Qmes	 of	 adversity.	 So,	 “don’t	
walk	 past	 on	 the	 other	 side”	 but	 rather	 take	
the	 Qme	 to	 offer	 assistance	 and	 reach	 out	
with	love	like	the	Good	Samaritan	did.

Ashton	Driving	School	
Andy	Waring	Driving	Instructor	

Ford	Fiesta	Diesel	
Dual	Controlled	Vehicle	
Block	Booking	Discount	

PaWent	&	Friendly	Instructor	

Text	or	Call	Andy:	07970080686	
www.facebook.com/ashtondrivingschool

Covid Guidance 
Mask	 wearing	 is	 no	 longer	
mandatory	 	in	church,	however,	
members	 of	 our	 congregaQon	
are	 sQll	welcome	 to	wear	 them	
for	 their	 own	 comfort	 and	 the	
safety	of	others.

A	tradiQonal	country	pub	offering	home	
cooked	food,	CAMRA	accredited	real	
ales,	quality	wines,	a	warm	welcome	

and	fantasQc	service.	

We	can	cater	for	all	kinds	of	special	
occasions,	be	it	birthdays,	

christenings,	celebraQons	of	life	or	
weddings,	with	flexibility	to	

accommodate	parQes	of	all	sizes,	be	it	
cosy	and	inQmate	dinners	in	a	private	
room,	or	larger	parQes	with	buffets,	
privates	spaces	on	our	terrace	or	the	

enQre	venue	if	required.	

Celebrate	with	us	and	get	in	touch	
today	to	see	how	we	can	make	your	
day,	event	or	occasion	extra	special.	

StaQon	Road,	Mouldsworth,	CH3	8AJ	
01928	740900	

www.thegoshawkpub.co.uk	
goshawk@jwlees.co.uk

We had Music on a Summer’s Evening!

“Thank you to Yvonne and the wonderful 
singers whose rehearsals and the 

commitment produced an uplifting evening 
of togetherness in Ashton Hayes.”

…	just	one	of	the	comments	received	axer	the	
concert	but	our	thanks	go	to	those	who	came	to	
be	our	audience.	Because	of	you	we	raised	over	
£500	which	now	enables	us	to	proceed	with	the	
repair	to	the	church	organ	during	August.	

More	events	are	being	planned	for	the	Autumn	so	
watch	this	space!
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